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The Epistle

18th December 2020

Headteacher’s message
Dear Parents/Carers
I hope both you and your families are well in these extraordinary times. We are well into
the season of Advent and this year we are preparing and celebrating slightly differently.
I hope our Virtual Advent Liturgy has brought some Christmas spirit and light to you
all. During this time we encourage our school community to give rather than receive, gifts are great but
the promoting of kindness and love is much more important than ever. Demonstrating our school values
of Love, Service and doing the best we possibly can have been key in helping us all to remain positive,
hopeful and prepared for the arrival of our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Our community has been tested this half term and family life has been difficult, with many having to
endure some periods of isolation. As a community we have come together and remained strong; no
matter what has happened, our learning has stayed our main focus. This has meant that despite some of
our children not being able to attend school, their education and progress remains constant. Nothing will
ever replace being in school, however, we are confident now in our ability to maintain a good standard of
education, even if the children are not physically here. I thank you all at home for your support with this;
our students engagement has been fantastic.
Over the last few months we have been working closely with Surrey on the logistics for our new build
which includes a new Sports Hall, further Science Laboratories, Drama Studios, Textiles room, Art rooms
and a Music Suite. The work has just commenced on the Sports Hall. We will endeavour to give you
regular updates next year through our social media platforms. We are very excited about the
forthcoming projects and hope to have all the work completed by September 2021.

Achieving Excellence, Learning to Serve

On Sunday we sent out information to all parents/carers regarding procedures for our track and tracing of
pupils who are deemed to be in contact with a positive COVID case. We would like to remind you to
inform us if your children show symptoms of Covid on the weekend directly after we break up and have
subsequently tested positive. If this occurs, please email Mrs Davies, who will in turn track your child’s
movements, so that those who have been in close contact with them can be isolated. It is important we
all follow these procedures as we have to ensure our community is kept safe over the Christmas period.
Yesterday we had some unforeseen news from the Government that Years 11 and 13 are returning on
the 4th of January and the rest of the school on the 11th of January. This will mean online virtual TEAMs
lessons, following the normal school timetable for all students in Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 during the week
beginning on the 4th of January. School will be open to children of key workers, children with EHCPs and
those who we deem vulnerable. If you want your child to use this provision all week please contact
Mrs D Wood - dwood@st-pauls.surrey.sch.uk. More details will follow as this may change.
In the meantime, I wish you all a happy, holy and festive Christmas.

God Bless

James Mc Nulty
Headteacher
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Year 7 students report on what Christmas means
to them.

Christmas is a jolly time of year. I am most
looking forward to spending time with my
family and receiving presents! However, at
Christmas we can easily forget about others
and what they may be going through. At St
Paul’s, we believe it is important to think
about the Catholic message of Christmas, which is the
coming of Jesus. I also think we should remember those less
fortunate such as the elderly and homeless. One thing we
can do is to give a present of food or donate to a local
shelter. As we may get so many new things this Christmas,
maybe we can donate our older toys to children who need
them. I wish you a Merry Christmas. Olivia (7R)

Christmas is a fun, reflective time of year
where we all come together to celebrate
and show love towards one another. At St
Paul’s we think it is important to remember
the Catholic message of Christmas which is
the birth of Jesus Christ. We celebrate this
by putting a star on the top of the tree and giving
presents. This time of reflection can be used to help us
become stronger and better individuals, similar to Scrooge
in `A Christmas Carol’. If he can find redemption at the
end of the novel then so can we all. I wish you a Merry
Christmas. Paulina (7R)

Christmas is a joyous time of year. I am most
looking forward to spending time with my
family and, of course, opening presents.
However, at Christmas we can forget about
the poor and how they don’t see their family
or receive presents. At St Paul’s we think it is
important to think about the Catholic
message which is the birth of Jesus. I also think we should
remember those less fortunate than ourselves such as the
homeless and the countries at war. One thing we can do to
help is give the homeless some hot Christmas food or a
present wrapped in beautiful paper. I wish you a Merry
Christmas. Eva (7R)

Christmas is an important and exciting time
of year! I am looking forward to spending
time with my family and of course all the
presents I hope to receive. However, at
Christmas, we can forget about all the
people less fortunate than ourselves who
don’t have a family or do not receive presents. At
St Paul's, we think it is important to remember the
Catholic message of Christmas which is the birth of Jesus
and to serve those less fortunate. Maybe we can buy
them food, gifts or cards to help make their Christmas as
special as ours. I wish you a Merry Christmas. Nikola (7R)

Christmas is a wonderful time of year. I am most looking
forward to Christmas Eve because Christmas is so close but
the anticipation is still exciting! However, at Christmas we
can forget about giving to others. It is lovely to see
someone else’s face when they open a present. At St Paul’s
we think it is important to remember the Catholic message
of Christmas which is Jesus’ birth. I like to think of those
less fortunate than ourselves and give to them at this time.
One thing my family and I did to help was decorate a
cardboard box and we filled it with food for a local
foodbank. The foodbank was really happy. I wish you a
Merry Christmas. Sophie (7R)

Christmas time is an exciting time of year!
I am most looking forward to giving
presents to my family and, of course,
skyping my grandma and grandad as I
have not been allowed to see them
recently. However, at Christmas it is easy
to forget about other people who aren’t
as fortunate as us and might be spending their Christmas
alone. At St Paul’s we like to consider the Catholic meaning
of Christmas which is the birth of Jesus Christ and how God
sent him to absolve all of our sins. I also think we should
remember those less fortunate than ourselves such as
those who are living alone and cannot get out to visit their
families this Christmas due to Covid. There are also
homeless people who will not receive any presents this
year. Scrooge began by not giving to charity but realised
his mistakes by the end of the novel. Let us not make those
mistakes in the first place – give to charity this Christmas. I
wish you a Merry Christmas . Sienna (7R)

Virtual Advent Liturgy
The annual Advent Liturgy has become a treasured
tradition here at St Paul’s and has been a wonderful way
for our school community of staff, pupils and their
families to come together to prepare for the upcoming
festive season. This year, it felt more important than ever
to keep this tradition alive, to remind us of the hope that
Christmas brings to us all. And so, our pupils have been
hard at work this month creating our Virtual Advent
Liturgy, themed `The Greatest Gift’.
began
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with members of the Chaplaincy Team from Years 7 and 8
decorating our School Chapel and creating our beautiful
Advent Wreath. With the new stained glass window
installed, it created a perfect atmosphere for the children
to come up with lots of lovely ideas to create a charming
and peaceful setting for the liturgy. We then enjoyed
by Amy Lines
welcoming the reflections of a number of contributing
school departments including Music, English, Drama,
Science, and even Business Studies to help us unlock the
‘Greatest Gift’ Advent Liturgy.

Year 7 Retreats
This term it was the turn of Year 7 to take part in
the school’s retreat programme. During the day,
students looked at St Paul’s letter to the
Corinthians in which he identifies the importance
of both the individual and the whole, by using the
analogy of the body being made of many parts (1
Corinthians 12 12:27). To help us explore this idea
fully each pupil was given a jigsaw piece to
personalise and make their own. The pieces were
then assembled into one jigsaw puzzle,
demonstrating the belonging they have to each
other.
The Gospel value of Trust was another key area of
exploration during the day, aptly demonstrated in
a game where one brave student is blindfolded
with only the voice of a guide to help them around
a mini obstacle course. There were lots of smiles
and laughter as each child reached their
destination safely!
At the end of each retreat, students come
together to meditate in the school chapel. The
children are taken through a series of relaxation
techniques, followed by a Christian story to
visualise. The story - the Road to Emmaus – is a
reminder that we walk through life together with
God accompanying us along the way.

If youbyhave
not already
had chance to view the liturgy,
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please click on the link here and join us as we explore the
Nativity Story through the eyes of God’s love. It’s a
chance to enjoy readings and reflections, music and the
wonderful creative gifts of our students, preparing our
hearts for the true meaning of Christmas.

Advent Angel Competition
This liturgical year the Catholic church is focusing
on The Word, encouraging us all to know our Bible.
To help us bring this to life, we ran an Advent Angel
Competition for our Year 7s to see how well they know the
Nativity Story. Pupils were asked to keep a look out each week
for the appearance of little Advent Angels in the school
corridors. These Angels had questions relating to the birth of
Jesus as told in the Gospel stories. It was wonderful to see so
many entries and children participating with such enthusiasm.
There were festive prizes for all our winners. Well done to
Christian in 7D (first place), Emma in 7T (second place) and
Kinga/Emilia in 7C (joint 3rd place).

Building works 2021

Spring Music Concert

New year at St Paul’s brings the start of an extensive building
programme. In early January, construction work will commence in
earnest on a new standalone 4-court Sports Hall on the grass area
by the Astroturf court. The old tennis courts will demolished and
made into grass sports pitches on completion of the new sports
accommodation. Then in February building work will start on
extending the current Science Block. Further projects are planned
as we go through the year with the conversion of the existing boys
gym to an activity studio and the girls gym into Drama and Music
accommodation, as well as the provision of an ICT-rich classroom,
a Constructional Textiles room, more toilet facilities throughout
and an extension to the Art Block for 2 further Art classrooms.
Keep up-to-date with progress on our works programme through
our social media pages and school newsletter.

Over the last half term, KS3 students were
invited to take part in `The Great St Paul’s Bake
Off’ competition. Many took up the baking
challenge and as you can see from the images
we received some fabulous entries.
Congratulations to our winners—Julia in 7D,
Emily in 8T and Natalia in 9D.

Artist of the Week

Keep up-to-date with the latest
school news and events via
The ‘Artist of the Week’ is Leroy in Year 11
Facebook
andself-portrait
Twitter
for this amazing

November Month of Remembrance
During the month of November, the Catholic Church remembers our dearly
departed. In school, we collected the prayer intentions for the friends and
families our pupils and staff would like to remember at this time. It is an
opportunity to keep those we have loved and lost in our prayers.

Spring Music Concert

‘Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon
them, may they rest in peace, Amen.’

Set Design in Drama classes
The theme of the Drama lessons for Year 7 recently has been set
design. The students have been tasked with producing the set design
for Peter Pan, thinking not only about the set but costumes, the
storyline and lighting. Pupils have delighted in creating their designs
and have put a lot of effort into this task, even making their own
gobos for lighting effects. Well done Year 7.

Thank you!

A huge thank you Tamil Community Centre (a
charity based in Hounslow) for their generosity
in providing the staff of St Paul’s with lunch
one day last month as a thank you to Key
Workers. The food was fantastic and we were
all very appreciative!

Keep up-to-date with the latest
school news and events via
Facebook and Twitter
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Dates for your Diary

TERM DATES

18th December 2020
End of Term

Autumn Term 2

4th January 2021
Spring Term 1 starts
6th January 2021
Year 12/13 BTEC exams (6th - 15th January)
14th January 2021
Year 12 Parents Evening (Virtual)
18th January 2021
Year 9 Exams (all week)
25th January 2021
Year 13 Pre Public Exams (25th January 5th Febuary)
1st February 2021
Year 11 Pre Public Exams (1st - 12th February)
12th February 2021
Last day of term

Noticeboard

Monday 2nd November - Friday 18th December 2020
Christmas Holidays
Monday 21st December - Friday 1st January 2021

Spring Term 1
Monday 4th January - Friday 12th February 2021
Half Term
Monday 15th February - Friday 19th February 2021

Spring Term 2
Monday 22nd February - Thursday 1st April 2021
Easter Holidays
Friday 2nd April - Friday 16th April 2021

Summer Term 1
Monday 19th April - Friday 28th May 2021

Dates of the Year 7 and Year 8 Virtual Parents
Evenings to be confirmed

Half Term
Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June 2021

Please see the website for further information

Summer Term 2
Monday 7th June - Tuesday 20th July 2021

INSET Days
Monday 19th July 2021
Tuesday 20th July 2021

Parents Notice
From January the barriers on
The Ridings entrance to the school
will be back in operation. Please note
that only permitted access will be
given – ID card entry only.
For the safety of our staff and pupils,
parents are not allowed access on
site to drop off or collect children.

The School Newsletter - The
Epistle is published at the end
of each term.
To keep up with the latest
school news, follow us on
Facebook and Twitter.

NOTICES

