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Headteacher’s message
Dear Parents/Carers
It is hard to believe we have completed 8 weeks of teaching after a long lockdown period and
the summer holidays. On reflection, we should be really proud of all our efforts; on returning
to school, students are working hard in lessons, making up for lost time and enjoying the
company of their friends.
Over the last couple of weeks, Year 11 and Year 13 have been busy completing their Mocks. These were
timetabled early in the year to make sure teachers know exactly where the pupils are in their learning, and
lessons in the future can be adapted to address any gaps in knowledge as a result of lockdown. So far, the
feedback has been positive and pupils, on the whole, are in a good place. This has helped with confidence and
has reduced anxiety in the majority of our students. We are currently busy organising Virtual Parents Evenings
- more details of which will follow shortly after half term.
Year 8 recently completed their Retreat programme with the theme being “I have called you by name” taken
from Isaiah verse 43. This culminated in a mass celebrating every child’s faith journey with Father Sidon Sagar
from St Michael’s parish. Our new Chaplain, Mrs Jones, has thoroughly enjoyed getting to know our
wonderful students and helping them reflect on their relationship with God. We are currently progressing well
with the Year 7 retreats.
Finally, I would like to thank all parents and students for their generous contributions towards the Harvest
Festival. It is a difficult time for many people within our community. With rising unemployment and
redundancies, families need more help than ever with the basics. St Paul’s rose to the challenge and has gifted
a larger than ever amount of food to St Saviour’s Community Foodbank in Sunbury. They were overwhelmed
by your donations.
I wish you all a happy and holy half term.
God Bless.

Achieving Excellence, Learning to Serve

James Mc Nulty
Headteacher

Starting at St Paul’s
Year 7 have settled into life at St Paul’s
brilliantly over the last term and have
thrown themselves wholeheartedly into
their studies and school life in general, so
much so that it now feels like they have
always been here! We have loved getting to
know the children over the last few weeks.
They have just started on their first retreat
programme which will continue after half
term.
Thank you for being such superstars!
www.st-pauls.surrey.sch.uk email: info@st-pauls.surrey.sch.uk Tel: 01932 783811

Year 7 students report on their experiences on
joining a new school.

Liam - 7R

Alliyah - 7R

Before I came to St Paul’s, I was nervous as it meant I had
to make new friends and leave behind people I was friendly
with. However, after half a term, I am now confident and
have got to know classmates and teachers really well. One
thing I have enjoyed has been my classes and lessons. My
favourite parts have been the art lessons and tutor time (I
really enjoy these). The funniest part is the raffle ticket
prizes. Overall, my first half term at St Paul’s has been
amazing and I am looking forward to Autumn Term 2 and
the build-up to Christmas.

Before I came to St Paul’s, I felt anxious. However, after
spending a few weeks here, I feel fine because I have
amazing friends and teachers. I also want to thank
Mrs Barron as I was scared I would not make any friends but
she said to everyone that we would eventually make some.
One thing I have enjoyed is English, especially the murder
mystery lessons! My favourite part about the time I have
been here are the teachers: they are positive which make us
positive. Overall, I think my half term at St Paul’s has been
good and I am looking forward to Autumn Term 2 and the
build-up to Christmas.

Emilia - 7R

Anonymous

Before I came to St Paul’s, I felt excited but at the same
time scared. However, after spending half a term here, I
feel comfortable and I am no longer getting stressed. One
thing I have really enjoyed has been making new friends
and getting to know my teachers. My favourite part has
been the retreat day because it was fun and really
interesting. Overall, my first half term has been amazing
and I am looking forward to Autumn Term 2 and the buildup to Christmas.

Before I came to St Paul’s, I felt nervous since it is a new
school with new people. Even though I was worried, I
hoped it would be exciting! After spending the term at
St Paul’s, I feel relieved because I know that it will be a fun
atmosphere every day. I also feel more comfortable since I
have made friends here and I feel included. One thing I
really enjoy are the lessons as they are interesting and
knowledgeable. I look forward to Autumn Term 2.

Eva - 7R

Vince - 7R

Before I came to St Paul’s, I felt nervous because I was
scared I would get detentions and not make any friends.
However, after spending half a term here, I feel relaxed and
calm. I have not had any detentions and I have made
friends! One thing I have really enjoyed this half term is
getting to know everyone and reading ‘Holes’ in English. I
also love the food because it is very different to primary
school. Overall, I think my first half term at St Paul’s has
been great and I am looking forward to Autumn Term 2 and
the build-up to Christmas.

Before I came to St Paul’s, I felt nervous about making new
friends. However, after spending half a term here, I feel much
better and I also feel safe. My favourite part about St Paul’s is
the teachers. The funniest part was reading ‘Holes’ in English.
Overall, I think my first half term has been great and I am
looking forward to Autumn Term 2 and the build-up to
Christmas.

Sophie - 7R
Beatrice - 7R
Before I came to St Paul’s, I felt a bit nervous but I was
looking forward to it. However, after spending half a term
here I realised it is good fun. One thing I have enjoyed is
the people and the teachers. My favourite part has been
the timetable because there are so many different
interesting lessons. Overall, I love St Paul’s and I am looking
forward to coming back in Autumn Term 2.

Before I came to St Paul’s, I felt excited and nervous all at
once. I was excited to make new friends, explore the school
and be in a bigger place. I felt nervous because I was worried
about the exams, homework and detentions. I was also a bit
upset about coronavirus and leaving my friends behind.
However, after spending half a term at St Paul’s, I am not
worried about detentions or homework anymore and I have
made lots of friends. The things I have enjoyed are making
friends and designing my restaurant in DT. My favourite part
about St Paul’s is the whole experience! I enjoy being in a
new place, meeting new people, having a new uniform and
learning new things in exciting subjects. Overall, I think my
first half term at St Paul’s has been great and I am looking
forward to starting Autumn Term 2 and the rest of my time
here.

GCSEPod Regional Winner 2020
Our Year 9, 10 and 11 students have all used and had access to GCSEPod
to support their remote learning this year. Out of 212 schools, St Paul’s
came first and were awarded this trophy. All KS4 students have free
access to GCSEPod, so why not have a look at it with
your son/daughter.

Year 8 Retreats and Mass

by Ami Lines

Our Year 8 students have taken part in their retreat
programme this term, the theme being 'I have called you by
name,’ taken from Isaiah verse 43. Each session opens with
meditative prayer, encouraging the children to value ‘still’
moments. They then take part in a range of activities which
include acting out scenes in which Jesus calls his disciples to
leave their old ways and “follow him”, and getting creative
producing their own Gospel value mosaic. There is also an
opportunity to visit the new school chapel and enjoy a time
of quiet prayer and reflection as well as being taken through
a peaceful Christian meditation.

by Amy Lines

by Georgia McDonnel

Last week we were delighted to welcome Fr Sidon Sagar
from St Michael’s Catholic Church to help us celebrate a
beautiful mass for Year 8 – a fitting close to the students’
retreats, with the mass echoing the theme of the
programme. Throughout the service, the children were
encouraged to open their hearts to the purpose that God has
for them and to respond to their life's calling. There were
musical contributions from Stephanie (8C), Carla (8T), Emily
(8T), Szymon (8A) and Matthew (8T) as well as eloquent
readings and prayers from each class. The heart of the mass
saw pupils offer their very own ‘mission statements’ for how
they want to lead their lives with God. This was a special
mass for the students and an encouragement for them to
take all they have explored into the year of study ahead.

Harvest Food Donations
This week members of the Chaplaincy Team came
together to celebrate a beautiful Harvest Liturgy. The
service was held in the chapel and was an opportunity for
the school to reflect on this harvest season. We were
overwhelmed and delighted by the level of response we
saw from our families for the harvest donations. The
foodbank volunteer team members at St Saviour’s Church
were so touched by all the thoughtful offerings that were
contributed and we were proud to see our school
community living up to our school motto ‘Learning to
Serve.’ During the Liturgy, the Chaplaincy Team sprinkled
Holy Water over the school offerings as we prayed for the
families who will be receiving these donations. Together
we explored how fulfilling the act of giving can be and also
the power of gratitude, being grateful for all the blessings
we have.

Virtual Vocal Competition

Spring Music Concert

This half term has seen the return of our Vocal
Competition, albeit virtually this year. As in
previous years, the vocal talent of our competitors
was fantastic across all the year groups and with all
the entrants singing to such a high standard, the
job of the judges was extremely difficult. Thank
you to all our performers and the judges
Mrs Newton, Mrs De Rosa and Ms Coolahan for
taking part in this event and, of course,
congratulations to all our winners.

Winners
Ella - Year 11
Rhys - Year 7

Runner up
Kathryn - Year 9

Message from St Paul’s School
Prayer Group
A warm welcome from us at the start of this new academic
year. We trust that your child has settled into St Paul’s
Catholic College well and we wish them a safe, healthy and
happy time of learning.
We are a friendly group of Christians from a wide range of
churches who meet to pray for the nurseries, playgroups and
schools in our area.
We meet monthly on Fridays at 10 am, currently via Zoom, and
each month we pray in response to items shared with us from
the various schools with a focus on a particular topic.
Forthcoming Topics
November 6th Friendships & Relationships
December 4th Christmas – Let’s Celebrate
January 15th Moving forward in 2021
If you would like to find out more about the group or share
items for prayer, we’d love to hear from you.
Contact: info@schoolsprayergroup.org

Judge’s choice
Julia - Year 7

Artist of the Week

Student Success
Congratulations to Nathaniel (12D) who
recently competed in a Head race at
Weybridge Silver Sculls which took place
between Walton and Shepperton over a
3.3k course. Nathaniel together with his
rowing partner took part in the J17.2x coming
in second behind Walton Rowing Club.

Keep up-to-date with the latest
school
news
via
A stunning
finaland
GCSEevents
piece from
last year by
Alejandro.
Facebook
and
Twitter

‘Wise-up’ Hub Challenge

Spring Music Concert

At the beginning of September, Year 12 students
participated in a number of team-building activities
called the Hub Challenge which was delivered by
'Wise Up'. This helped develop the students’ ability to
work within a team as well as problem-solving,
leadership, communication and planning. All of these
skills will be invaluable as they move through their
Key Stage 5 studies. The warm weather made it hot
work but feedback received from the students was
very positive and everyone enjoyed the challenge of
the tasks. We are delighted with how our Year 12
students have started the term and look forward to
updating on their progress over the coming months.

Aiming High Presentation

Earlier in the term we welcomed back two of our former
students, Julia and Isabelle, to give a presentation to 21
Year 12 students on applying to Oxbridge, Medical
School and Russell Group universities.
Julia, currently studying History at Cambridge, talked
about the applications and interview process for Oxford
and Cambridge, as well as describing what she is most
enjoying about studying there and sharing some tips for
personal statements. Isabelle, currently studying
Neuroscience at King’s College London, gave reading
suggestions for applicants for the sciences and medicine,
and talked in more detail about university life.
The aim of the session was to introduce these
post-school pathways and their requirements to
interested Year 12 students, and the enthusiasm shown
by Julia and Isabelle certainly encouraged them to aim
high.
We would like to thank our speakers for taking the time
Keep up-to-date with the latest
out of their busy schedules to revisit St Paul’s, and for
school
news and
events
via
the encouragement
and inspiration
they
have provided
Facebook and Twitter
for the current cohort.

St Paul’s Catholic College
Providing Education for the Diocese of Westminster

Dates for your Diary

TERM DATES

23rd October 2020
End of Term

Autumn Term 1

2nd November 2020
Autumn Term 2 starts
Year 10 Exams (to 13th November)
4th November 2020
7J Retreat
Year 12 Parents Evening (virtual)
5th November 2020
7R Retreat

Tuesday 1st September - Friday 23rd October 2020
Half Term
Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October 2020

Autumn Term 2
Monday 2nd November - Friday 18th December 2020
Christmas Holidays
Monday 21st December - Friday 1st January 2021

Spring Term 1

11th November 2020
7T Retreat

Monday 4th January - Friday 12th February 2021

12th November 2020
Year 13 Parents Evening (virtual)

INSET Days

16th November 2020
Year 9 Core Assessments/Exams (all week)

Noticeboard

18th November 2020
Statutory SEN Reviews
Year 11 Parents Evening (virtual)
23rd November 2020
Year 8 Core Assessments (all week)
25th November 2020
Year 7 Flu vaccinations
30th November 2020
Year 7 Core Assessments (all week)
Please see the website for further information

New School Promo Video
now available to view via the
school website.
www.st-pauls.surrey.sch.uk

Friday 11th December 2020
Please see website for further information

Parent Governor
One of our current Parent Governor’s term of
office is coming to an end. The current
incumbent is willing to stand again for another
four year term of office. He currently has four
children in the school, two in Year 7, one in Year
11 and one in Year 13. He has the desired skills
set of construction, finance and business to
complement the existing expertise needed on the
Governing Body. Should any other parent wish to
submit a nomination for this position, this will
create an election and there will be a secret
ballot. Please see the attached letter with full
details on the process and requirements, along
with the nomination form.

The School Newsletter - The Epistle
will be published at the end of each
term. To keep up with the latest
school news, follow us on Facebook
and Twitter.
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