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Headteacher’s message
Dear Parents/Carers
It is so nice to see our children walking around the school again, not being in bubbles,
seeing their faces without masks and enjoying listening to their conversations as they move
from one lesson to another. These routine changes are so important in the development of social skills of
all our young people, and as a result, our children are not only improving academically but also
socially. It is so nice to see how our children interact with kindness and love and demonstrate our school
values.
Year 8 students have just completed their retreat programme and now it’s the turn of Year 7. These
retreat days are a time for our pupils to step back from their daily routine and allow them to examine and
progress in their journey of faith with God, our Father. At the end of each of the retreat programmes, we
celebrate our learning with our School Chaplain and their form tutors, by gathering together to celebrate
Mass. Father Philip led our recent Year 8 Mass and highlighted how impressed he was with the students’
attitude to the celebration; he was astounded by the positive feedback from our pupils.
Our Year 11 and 13 pupils have just completed their first set of mock exams. These are currently being
marked and moderated in preparation for student reports to be sent out in early November. Parents’
evenings will be held in school after half term, so that we can give in-depth analysis of the students’
progress. These face to face meetings will be accommodated in various classrooms around the school to
avoid large queues in the Main Hall.
We are now near completion of the building work, bar some ‘snagging’ work to be carried out. This
means next term we will finally have our new Drama Studio and Music Suite fully functioning. Currently
the Sports Hall, additional Science Laboratories, new Art Rooms, DT facilities and new IT rooms, are being
enjoyed by both staff and pupils and are helping to facilitate great learning.

Achieving Excellence, Learning to Serve

Over the half-term holiday, please make sure your children get some well-deserved rest. They have been
fantastic over the last half term and have studied hard. Please ensure your children continue to test
twice weekly, especially on the Monday morning before we return to school. We have had relatively few
cases so far this term and would like to continue this way into the winter months. Simple acts such as
testing does help keep this virus away from the school.
Please remember as we progress into winter, that pupils are only permitted to wear navy and black coats,
and that no extreme haircuts are permitted.
Have a great half term.
God Bless.

James Mc Nulty
Headteacher
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In this issue, Year 7 report on what they have enjoyed most about joining a new school
Zofia - 7E
Phoebe - 7E
My time at St Paul’s has been
fun and educative. My favourite
subjects are French and Maths
because it is not too hard and
there is always something new
to learn. I have met many new
people and made loads of new
friends. I enjoy playing netball in PE and after
school - it is an enjoyable sport. I have also had
a great time with my new friends. I am learning
plenty of new things and my teachers always
make sure I learn something new every day.

My favourite lesson experience
so far is Maths and tutor times.
This is because my teachers
Miss Lewis, Miss Khan and
Mr Baker are always kind to the
students and I always have a fun
conversation with them. I have made a lot of new
friends. I joined netball and it was a great choice
as my teachers are very fun.

Chioma– 7E

Nicol – 7E

My favourite experience at
St Paul’s was during my English
classes as Miss Coward is really
nice and she always gives plenty
of positives whilst making the
lessons enjoyable. My favourite
extra-curricular activity at school has been netball
as it is really fun and I get to see my friends. I have
enjoyed that I have made so many friends at
school, as this was something I was nervous about.

My few months at school have
been great. I made new friends
in my tutor and in other classes.
I really enjoy food technology
and PE! I know my way around
the school which is good as I
thought I would always get lost.
The teachers are all fun. I also enjoy after
school sports and music lessons as we get to
play the keyboard. The friends I have made
helped me to confidently start Year 7!

Ethan J - 7E

Syrus - 7E

So far my favourite lesson at
school has been PE. Football
after school is great as we get
to play home and away games
against other schools. I am
learning French which is
interesting and also enjoy my History lessons. I
have made many friends at school in all my
lessons. One thing I was surprised about since
coming to school was Drama lessons as we
never did this in primary school.

I have not been at St Paul’s for
long but for the time I have been
here I have seen how amazing,
fun and massive the school is. I
have enjoyed every lesson,
especially History and have
learned about the Norman conquests. Not
only have the lessons been enjoyable, I have
gained more friends than I could have ever
imagined.

Sixth Form Induction Day
At the beginning of term, our new Year 12 students took part
in their Induction Day which culminated in a team building
session called `The Hub Challenge’ which was delivered by
WiseUp. This helped develop the students’ ability to work
within a team as well as problem-solving, leadership,
communication and planning. All of these skills will be
invaluable as they move through their Key Stage 5 studies.
The students had a great afternoon and everyone enjoyed
the challenge of the tasks. We are delighted with how our
Year 12 students have started the term and look forward to
updating you on their progress over the coming months.

by Ami Lines

by Amy Lines

by Georgia McDonnel
St Paul’s
Building Project

The hard work did not stop over the summer holidays on the building
projects/refurbishments around the school, and has continued into the
Autumn Term. Work has now concluded in the Science Block with additional
preparation areas, Science laboratories and toilet facilities. New classrooms
on South Site have been completed, together with the redecoration/
modernisation of some other classrooms. The lower part of the school hall
has a new ceiling, and the much awaited new Sports Hall is now ready! Work
on the new Drama Studio and Music Suite is near completion with these areas
due to be released for use soon. A huge thank you to our fantastic Premises
Team who have worked tirelessly on the refurbishments to the school over
the last few months.

Thank you to our Test Centre Volunteers
St Paul’s would like to thank, once again, our parent
volunteers, school staff and sixth form students who
assisted in the Test Centre at the
beginning of term. Testing all our
students twice, over a 6 day period,
was quite a task but with everyone’s
support and efficiency, the process
was seamless. THANK YOU!

Year 7 Welcome Liturgy
We were delighted to come together to welcome our new Year
7 into the St Paul’s school community with a special Welcome
Liturgy led by School Chaplain, Mrs Jones. Exploring the theme
of ‘Belonging’ the liturgy opened with the offering of symbols
representing the school including our school prayer, a lighted
candle and a new plant symbolising the new beginning for our
students. Each tutor group also offered their class paper chains
which were linked together to symbolise the way in which we
all come together as a school community. It was wonderful to
see so many of the Year 7 pupils participating in the service,
with readings, prayers and reflections. Mrs Harper, our Head
of Music, led the new Year 7 choir in singing our school hymn
‘Servant King’ and we also enjoyed a lovely solo piano piece by
Richard in 7R. A truly special occasion for our pupils and
teaching staff alike.

Year 8 Mass
We thank Fr Philip Dyer-Perry for coming to St Paul’s
to help us celebrate the Year 8 retreat Mass recently.
This was a really special occasion following the Year 8
retreats which took place earlier this term. All the
pupils came together in collective worship to
celebrate the retreat theme, ‘I have called you by
Name.’ (Isaiah 43:7) The Mass was led by the pupils
themselves with readings, prayers, reflections and
songs, all beautifully delivered by those who
volunteered to serve in the Mass. The children
designed a banner with the theme title of the retreat,
which was brought up as an offering at the start of the
ceremony. We also included some examples of the
mission statements that the pupils came up during
their time on retreat; a lovely reminder of some of the
ways the children will take their learnings from the
day into the year ahead. Father Philip gave a warm
and engaging homily which helped tie together the
retreat theme that our pupils have enjoyed exploring
together over the last few weeks. The Mass was a
truly special coming together of our school
community and a wonderful way to conclude what
has been a thoroughly enjoyable retreat season for
Year 8.

by Ami Lines

Year 8 Retreats

The beginning of term always seesby
theAmy
startLines
of our
dedicated retreat programme, which is delivered
throughout the academic year. Year 8 students were the
first to enjoy their retreat day at the Loyola Centre with
their class tutors and our School Chaplain. Each tutor group
by Georgia
McDonnel
explored
the theme
based on Isaiah 43:7 ‘Fear not for I
have redeemed you, I have called you by name, you are
mine.’ Pupils were encouraged to journey through the idea
that they were created with a purpose in life. A big topic,
but one which saw thoughtful contributions by our pupils
as we nurtured and guided their spiritual reflection
throughout the day. As part of the theme each student
researched the meaning of their names and then came up
with their personal mission statements for their year
ahead. There were also lots of fun games and activities
which our students enjoyed immensely, including rock
painting and team building exercises. We closed the day
with a Christian Mindful Meditation in which children are
taken through a relation exercise, followed by a
visualisation of a scriptural encounter with Jesus. It was a
lovely day in which pupils got to bond together as a tutor
group and develop their spirituality which is a key part of
the Catholic Life of the school.

Kew Gardens Art Visit

Spring Music Concert

As part of their Art project this term on colour and
nature, Year 7 went out on a trip to the Royal
Botanical Gardens in Kew recently. This gave the
students the opportunity to get up high with the
birds and look down on all the glorious colours of
autumn’s ever-changing tones. In the Temperate
House we got to see a huge installation piece by
the Japanese Artist, Chiharu Shiota, called 1,000
springs which explores the connection between
Japanese culture and the natural world. We now
look forward to seeing all their drawings and
photographs from their visit used in school as part
of this term’s project.

Creative Writing
Year 10 students now have a double English lesson
each week giving them the time and opportunity to
develop their Creative Writing which makes up 50% of
their English Language GCSE. Our Writing strategy
helps students to develop their ideas and vocabulary
and carefully craft their sentences to write an effective
response. Whether naturally creative or not – this
works well for all students.

1. Students are given
time to plan their
response, thinking
about their creative
ideas and the
descriptive language
they want to use.

2. Students are
given an example
piece of creative
writing and they
explore areas of
success using the
creative writing
checklist

3. Students have a
guidance sheet and
example paragraph
to guide them in
structuring their
response for effect.

4. Students use their plan and
write their own responses.

5. Students peerwith
mark each
Keep up-to-date
theother’s
latestwork
highlighting areas of success. They have a
school
news
and events
via
checklist
to complete
for their
partner
Facebook
which enablesand
themTwitter
to see what they can
do well and what they can develop on.

Harvest Festival Foodbank Collection

Spring Music Concert

On Wednesday 20th October, we celebrated the Harvest Festival
with our School Chaplaincy Team. A coming together in gratitude
for the incredibly abundant donations that our school families and
staff have so generously donated in support of our partnership with
the St Saviour's Foodbank. Thank you to all who donated and to the
Chaplaincy Team for organising such a special Liturgy.

Black History Month
To mark Black History Month this October, Year 7 pupils
in Maths have been researching significant black people
in history who were well known for their contribution to
Maths. Students chose a famous black mathematician to
research and then gave a presentation to their class on
their findings; there was even a student quiz!
Presentations included material on Kelly Miller
who advanced the intellectual life of African Americans,
earning several advanced degrees; Katherine Johnson,
an American mathematician whose calculations of orbital
mechanics as a NASA employee were critical to the
success of the first and subsequent US crewed
spaceflights; and Fern Hunt, an American mathematician
known for her work in applied mathematics and
mathematical biology.

Sports Fixtures
It’s been a busy time in the PE Department
over the last term with many sporting fixtures
taking place. We have had some good wins in
all disciplines – Netball, Football and Rubgy
(and, of course, some draws and losses) but
well done to all the students who have
supported the school and participated in the
matches. Recently we have won games in
football and netball and will look to compete
shortly in Basketball next term. Well done to
Year 10 who have won all 3 games this half
term and a special mention to Year 11 girls
who narrowly lost to Bishop Wand; after this
they
all decided
as a team
to complete
extra
Keep
up-to-date
with
the latest
training
sessions
at
7:30
in
the
morning
school news and events via to
improveFacebook
and gel as aand
teamTwitter
more!
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Dates for your Diary

TERM DATES
Autumn Term 1
Wednesday 1st September - Thursday 21st October 2021

Thursday 21st October
Last day of term
Monday 1st November
First Day of Term
All Saints
Tuesday 2nd November
7J Retreat
Wednesday 3rd November 2021
Year 12 Parents Evening
Year 10 Art and Photography visit to the V&A

Half Term
Monday 25th October - Friday 29th October 2021

Autumn Term 2
Monday 1st November - Friday 17th December 2021

Christmas Holidays
Monday 20th December - Monday 3rd January 2022

INSET Days
Friday 22nd October 2021
Friday 10th December 2021

Thursday 4th November
7R Retreat
Year 12 Safe Drive Course

Tuesday 4th January - Friday 11th February 2022

Tuesday 9th November 2021
Year 11 Drama - Blood Brothers Workshop
7T Retreat

Please refer to the website for further
information

Noticeboard

Spring Term 1

Wednesday 10th November 2021
Year 10 Careers Online Session
Year 13 Parents Evening
Year 11 Food Tech. Exam
Thursday 11th November 2021
Year 7 Mass
Remembrance Day
Year 11 Food Tech Exam
Wednesday 17th November 2021
Year 11 Parents Evening
Friday 19th November 2021
Year 11 Study Skills Day

Please refer to the website for further
information

St Paul’s Sixth Form

To keep up with the latest school
news follow us on Facebook
and Twitter.

Admission to Year 12 in
September 2022
Application Deadline:

Friday 10th December

Calling all budding actors and actresses! The new Drama St Mary’s Youth Theatre is a free
Saturday drama club open to young people aged 13-16. St Mary’s has teamed up with the
National Saturday Club to offer this new weekly club to teenagers from
underrepresented backgrounds. For more information go to the website https://
www.stmarys.ac.uk/schools-and-colleges/outreach/drama-st-marys-youth-theatre.aspx

