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Headteacher’s message
Dear Parents/Carers
I hope both you and your families are safe and well.
As you probably aware the Government announced that schools will not be returning to the
classroom before the 8th of March. We, like the Government, do want children to return to
school, but also want to ensure it is safe to do so. In preparation for pupils returning, we have our test centre
fully running now thanks to many of our support staff and many parent volunteers. This means we can fully
test a year group in one day before they return to school. We are hoping the Government will stagger the
school return so all are tested before they enter the classroom.
Currently as a school we feel we have lots of teacher assessment data to guide our teachers in accurately
predicting our students. We are busy planning our Pre Public Exams for Years 11 and 13; these assessments
will form part of the evidence base for the teacher assessment grades. We are still awaiting the outcomes of
the Government consultation regarding these predicted grades and will fully update you once we have all the
information. In the meantime your children are doing well and are busy preparing for the aforementioned set
of exams.
Over the last few weeks our admin staff were contacting all families in St Paul’s to enquire about general
well-being, working patterns and how your child was accessing on-line lessons and other methods of virtual
learning. Heads of Year are now working hard to support those families who have issues with well-being and
work. We currently have given over 80 devices to those families who require ICT support and are now
confident that the vast majority of our children are barrier free to accessing a full timetabled curriculum. We
will be again surveying all families in the next few weeks for other trends we need to test.

Achieving Excellence, Learning to Serve

We are aware of the pressures which some families are under at present and would encourage all to speak up
about their concerns to your child’s tutor. We have a lot of resources to help no matter what the concern or
issue is. So please do not keep these things to yourself, we are here to support and serve. This is a
fundamental belief we hold dear as a Catholic community. We have regular tutor times at present to facilitate
conversation between your child, their peers and their tutor so all pupils have some social interaction.
As a community we are doing a wonderful job ensuring our children continue to progress in their learning.
Being physically in school is no doubt better than this present virtual learning, but we are all making the best
of a bad situation. Our children will be fine when they return and we will make up the small bit of lost learning
quickly. Do not heed all the media hype regarding ‘the lost generation’, our children are resilient and versatile
and do adapt quickly to any situation. Education pauses for half term and online learning will start again on
Monday 22nd February.
Make sure you all have a good break this half term – you all deserve it!
God bless.

J Mc Nulty
Headteacher

www.st-pauls.surrey.sch.uk email: info@st-pauls.surrey.sch.uk Tel: 01932 783811

This month Year 7 students report on Love and
Relationships.

Valentine’s Day is an important time of year, not just for couples but for all of us to show we care for
one another and show respect for others.
At St Paul’s, we think about Love as caring and supporting others in our community. This idea of Love
is especially important during a pandemic because some don’t get to see the people they love as
often as they would like. But one thing I have enjoyed the most about being home is when me and my
dad bake.
Eva (7R)

As we approach Valentine’s Day, it is important to think about Love, which means we need to think
about the people that can’t spend time with their loved ones because of the pandemic.
At St Paul’s, we think about Love as universal love. Jesus teaches us to love one another as God loves
us. This idea of Love is especially important during a pandemic because some families are dealing
with pressure as a lot of people are losing their jobs or maybe they have lost a member of their
family to the virus.
The thing I have enjoyed most about being at home with my loved ones is I can share more time with
my mum, Nan and my siblings and, instead of being on our phones, we can all interact with each
other.
Beatrice (7R)

As we approach Valentine’s Day, it is important to think about Love, which means giving someone
your whole heart.
At St Paul’s, we think about Love as caring for someone and showing an act of kindness to
everyone. The idea of Love is especially important during a pandemic because not everyone is
able to spend time with their family due to Covid, and people are going through different stages in
their life.
The thing I have enjoyed about being at home with my loved one is that I can show how much I
love my family since I get to spend more time with them.
Vince (7R)

As we approach Valentine’s Day, it is important to think about Love, which means thinking about how you will show your
love and gratitude to someone who cares for you so much.
At St Paul’s, we think about Love as caring for one another and looking out for others. This idea of Love is especially
important during a pandemic because people can forget how much they mean to loved ones when they feel isolated and
excluded from everything else.
The thing I have enjoyed most about being at home with my loved ones is being there more often to help and look out for
them.
Sophie (7R)

Building works 2021
Finally after nearly two years of planning the school’s new
purpose built sports hall is being constructed as part of the
school’s expansion programme. This will include a full size
basketball court, indoor cricket nets and new changing
rooms. Work has also started in the science block to create
two new laboratories. The final element will be the creation
of new art, drama, and music facilities which will commence
in June. All the building work should be completed in late
August ready for the new school year.

by Ami Lines

by Amy Lines

Student Challenge

by Georgia McDonnel

The PE Department have been setting a series of
weekly physical student challenges to keep everyone
active this term. In the initial task, pupils were given
the challenge to beat the teachers’ times in a 1 km
run. Well done to everyone who took part,
particularly Jack in Year 8 and Kira in Year 7 who both
achieved great running times.
Next up, the Plank Challenge with Mr Walsh in top
place in the staff league table with a time of 4.02
minutes. This, however, was no problem for Zofia
in Year 8 who well and truly beat all of the
teachers’ times by managing to hold the plank for
an incredible 8.00 minutes!

Jack –Year 8

A new challenge is set each week, so keep an eye
on the school’s social media pages and website
for details.

Impressive work!
Ben in Year 9 kept himself busy over the recent
holidays by making this fabulous PC tower. Working
to a set budget, he sourced all the materials and set
about learning all that he could about computers,
diagnostic testing etc to make the tower. The unit
even has an air cooler with water inside which
dissipates heat from the CPU. Very impressive work
Ben!

Geography
Year 7 students researching volcanoes

Remote Learning

Spring Music Concert

In this third lockdown, our students have been working hard
throughout this term on line. Here is just a snapshot of
some of the fabulous work pupils have been producing
over the last few weeks.

Luka (7C)

To see more examples of our students’ home learning
please refer to our social media pages.

English
Year 8 students creating their own
Dickensian character.
Natalie (8R)

Henry (7D)

Dulcie (7D)

Art
Year 9 ROA and Dzia
projects

DT
Year 9 drawing a household object
using the CAD system

Catherine (9E)

Computing
Year 10 building topology models

RS
Year 13 comparing and contrasting 3 three
meta-ethical approaches - Naturalism, Emotivism
and Intuitivism.

Keep up-to-date with the latest
school news and events via
Facebook and Twitter

Creative Arts
Year 8 Art, Drama and Music

Drama
Year 7 project work on Macbeth

Spring Music Concert

PE
Year 10 note preparation

Maths
Year 10 cylinders, volume of
cuboids, triangular prisms

Holly

MFL
Year 9 E-Cooking
Crepes, Tortilla de Patata, Tarte aux Pommes
and Empanadas de Atun

Science
Year 7 Ruler Drop Test

Sophia-Year 11

Zofia-Year 9

Martyna-Year 9

To keep up with the latest school
news follow us on Facebook
and Twitter.

Keep up-to-date with the latest
school news and events via
Facebook and Twitter
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Dates for your Diary

TERM DATES

12th February 2021
End of Term

Spring Term 1
Monday 4th January - Friday 12th February 2021

22nd February 2021
Spring Term 2 starts

Half Term
Monday 15th February - Friday 19th February 2021

24th February 2021
Year 9 Parents Evening
(Postponed—new date to be confirmed)

Spring Term 2

3rd March 2021
Year 9 Pathways Evening
(Postponed—new date to be confirmed)

4th March 2021
Year 13 Parents Evening
For more information please refer to
the school website

Noticeboard

Monday 22nd February - Thursday 1st April 2021
Easter Holidays
Friday 2nd April - Friday 16th April 2021

Summer Term 1
Monday 19th April - Friday 28th May 2021
Half Term
Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June 2021

Summer Term 2
Monday 7th June - Tuesday 20th July 2021

INSET Days
Monday 19th July 2021
Tuesday 20th July 2021

Thank you
Surplus to
Supper for your
kind donation of
cakes and treats
for the staff at
St Paul's earlier
this term. They
were very much
appreciated!

NOTICES

Creative Workshops
Spelthorne Council are hosting a series of creative workshops for children aged 7 – 18 years, in art, drumming and
creative writing. They aim to inspire young people with new creative skills. All of the workshops take place on
zoom, and are led by professional artists.
Paint along live
Monday 15 Feb
Description of activity: A professional artist will instruct a set picture over 2 hours in a fun and relaxed atmosphere.
There are no wrong or right ways to create art and participants are encourages to make their own interpretation.
Materials required: Canvas (or cardboard), acrylic paints (poster paints or water colours etc), brushes, water cup,
tissue paper
Time: 10 – 12 (7 – 18 years) 1 – 3pm (12 – 18 years)

World Drumming Circle
Tuesday 16 Feb
Introducing drums from West Africa, South America and the Middle East and offering the opportunity to learn
about these cultures and traditional rhythms, through games and improvisation.
Materials required: You do not need equipment or experience. You can use your hands to play on a surface. It is
encouraged to get a bucket, cardboard box, a saucepan or any surface/object to get sounds from. Drums or
percussion instruments are also encouraged.
Time: 10am - 11am (7 -12 years) 1pm - 2pm (12 – 18 years)
Creative writing - with Talia Randall
Wednesday 17 Feb
Description of activity: Like rhythm & rhyme? Join us in playing word games, scribbling down some runaway
thoughts and having a giggle at this informal and fun poetry workshop. Led by writer and performer Talia Randall.
Materials required: Pen and paper!
Time: 11am - 12.30pm ( 7- 12 years) 1.30pm - 3pm (12 – 18 years)
To book: https://www.spelthorne.gov.uk/creativeworkshops

