St Paul’s Catholic College
Providing Education for the Diocese of Westminster

The Epistle

1st April 2021

Headteacher’s message
Dear Parents/Carers
It has been a very strange term and one which will live long in our memories! Having the
majority of children at home and teaching through a virtual platform, was a learning
experience for everyone. Our community as a whole rose to the challenge, which meant all
our students continued with their education. No one would claim that this was perfect, but we feel our
students lost little ground in their learning and are in a great place academically moving forward.
At present, we are finishing the PPE Exams for our Years 11 and 13 students, making certain these
assessments are rigorous and moderated, to ensure the marks achieved by children are accurate. Further
assessments will take place after Easter to confirm all our exam children have the necessary data so we can
justify their GCSE and ‘A’ Level results. We will be moderating our grades with previous years’ results, other
schools and teachers within the same department. This means by the exam board’s submission date, we
will be confident in the grades we predict.
After the Easter break, we will be starting assessments for Years 10 and 12. We will be using these
assessments to check learning over lockdown and in recent weeks. This will allow us to identify gaps quickly
and put the relevant support in place before the summer term. Alongside this, we will be using catch-up
funding to target those students who have fallen behind in their learning due to the pandemic. We are
confident that most students are where we want them to be, but want to use the assessments to validate
our judgements. Assessments for Key Stage 3 are planned for later in the academic year.
This Easter we need to encourage our Years 10 and 12 students to study, but also balance this with rest and
recreation. Balance at home is key; children should be encouraged to study for a small proportion of time,
but to also spend time with their friends and families and doing the hobbies they enjoy.

Achieving Excellence, Learning to Serve

Our building work is on track with our new Sports Hall and is due to open at the beginning of
September. Work is well underway with our 2 new Science laboratories and work will start at the end of
June on our new Music and Drama facilities. We are looking forward to having these all in place for the new
academic year.
Easter Sunday is a time of new life and new beginnings. Jesus rose from the dead and gave us the sense of
hope even in the darkest of times. With the vaccination rollout increasing, we are hoping we can stop the
close contact tracing and keep all children in school at all times. In the meantime, we still have to follow
Government guidance. No school wants children to be learning at home through a computer. We must all
continue to test over the Easter holidays and inform the school if anyone is positive. This will allow us to
keep our community safe moving forward.
I wish you all a happy and Holy Easter and look forward to welcoming the students back on Monday
19 April.
God Bless

James Mc Nulty
Headteacher
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This month Year 7 students reflect on Easter and
new beginnings.

Here at St Paul’s we think of Easter as a joyous time of year to celebrate each other and
explore the story of Jesus, which is very important, as we are Catholic and believe that
Jesus saved us from our sins.

Easter helps us remember the sacrifices lots of people have gone through this year and
last year so we must enjoy our time together in the present.
Beatrice (7R)

It is coming up to Easter, which means it’s time to celebrate and reflect on the past. When I
think of Easter, I think of Easter eggs, bunnies, Jesus and colour!
Here at St Paul’s we celebrate by holidays, cards and decorating. It’s an important time of
year because we reflect on how Jesus resurrected on the third day. This is key because
St Paul’s is a Catholic school so it is important to think about it. Easter eggs remind me of
Easter as well because an egg represents new life.
In my opinion, the most important part is when Jesus was resurrected after being crucified
for ‘impersonating’ the Son of God. He rose from the dead on the third day, just like he
told us he would.
Paulina (7R)

It is coming up to Easter, which is really important and also very fun. When I think of
Easter, I think of Jesus when his body was taken down from the cross and put in a cave.

Here are St Paul’s we think of Easter as a very special time and explore the story of
Jesus, when he was crucified and then rose from the dead.
Easter is a joyous time of rebirth and growth, so let’s enjoy our time together.
Nikola (7R)

It is coming up to Easter, which is really exciting. When I think of Easter, I think of
holidays and Easter eggs.
Here at St Paul’s we think of Easter as a time of giving and explore the story of Jesus,
when he was resurrected from the dead and 40 days after ascended into heaven.
Easter is a joyous time of rebirth and growth, so let’s enjoy together.
Olivia (7R)

Virtual Lenten Liturgy
The season of Lent, followed by the Easter Triduum is of great
importance in our faith. Last year our school community was
deprived of the opportunity to come together to reflect upon the
events leading up to the celebration of Easter. We are delighted
that this year we have been granted the opportunity to examine
the significance of this sacred season and the hope it gives us all in
these challenging times. With a shared enthusiasm, our pupils have
been hard at work creating our Virtual Lenten Liturgy based upon
the Stations of the Cross from Mary Our Mother’s perspective. In a
truly collaborative effort; our Art Department created a beautiful
painting of the Lamb of God on the cross, our Drama Department
with Year 7 pupils helped to create atmospheric representations of
the Stations through shadow still images and our Music Department
with Year 11 and 9 pupils, shared their talents by singing harmonies
and bringing to life the sorrow of The Lord’s Passion in the most
beautiful of ways. The liturgy is brought together with readings and
reflections from pupils all across the year groups as we explore
Christ’s ultimate act of sacrifice and love for us. If you have not
already had chance to view the liturgy, please click here to join us,
as we come together, once again, as a school community to share in
by Georgia McDonnel
the creative talents of our students and also prepare our hearts and
minds to engage with the beautiful mysteries of this Easter Season.

by Ami Lines

by Amy Lines

Covid Test Centre
It has been a challenging time for staff and pupils throughout
the pandemic with schools having to adapt very quickly to
ever-changing governmental recommendations. From the
beginning of the New Year, the government directive was for
all school staff and students to be given lateral flow tests and
thus a school test centre was very quickly established.
Volunteer staff were trained initially to operate the centre
and then as the testing grew, parent volunteers became
more involved, giving up their time to take part in the
training and take on the role of processor. The lateral testing
of around 1200 students 3 times within the first couple of
weeks of reopening was no mean feat, but thanks to our
wonderful staff and parent volunteers, the operation was
seamless. Thank you to everyone involved.

National Day of Reflection
On the 23rd of March, St Paul’s commemorated the
National Day of Reflection to mark the one year
anniversary of the first UK Lockdown. We came
together as a school community in prayerful
contemplation throughout
the day to reflect on our
collective loss, supporting
those who've been
bereaved, and hope for a
brighter future.

Royal Holloway’s Spring University Programme

Spring Music Concert

St Paul’s is proud to announce that Kayla (Year 10), Robyn
(Year 10), Dielle (Year 11) and Aya (Year 11) have been
accepted on to Royal Holloway’s Spring University
programme this year. The students had to apply and their
tutors wrote references for them in order to secure a place.
From the applications received, we are delighted that four of
our pupils were accepted on the programme. The students
will spend four days learning about the various courses
available to study at the university and will have the
opportunity to speak to current students about what
university life is like. The students have received gift bags
from Royal Holloway University and are excited to get
started! Well done to you all.

Building works update
Building works at the school are progressing well. The
demolition process has started in the boys’ changing rooms,
ready for remodelling into a new textiles room. In the Science
Department, work is also well underway to relocate the
Prep. room into a new area ready for use by 19th April. Work
will then commence in this area to remodel and demolish
existing student toilets to form larger student toilet facilities.
The footings/foundations for the new Science laboratories
are now complete, and block and bricklaying has started.
Foundations are also in place for the new Art room. The new
Sports Hall is also starting to take shape with all the steel
framework now complete and work to the exterior of the
structure now underway.

Artist of the Week

School Chapel

This beautiful stained glass window has now been installed
and marks the completion of the school Chapel. The Chapel
will be formally blessed in May prior to celebrating our first
official mass in there.
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Dates for your Diary
1st April 2021
End of Term
19th April 2021
Summer Term 1 starts
20th April 2021
Year 10 Written and Practical Exams (to 30th
April)
Year 12 Exams (to 27th April)
5th May 2021
Statutory SEN Reviews

13th May 2021
Feast of the Ascension
17th May and 19th May 2021
Year 9 Retreats (TBC)

Noticeboard

TERM DATES
Spring Term 2
Monday 22nd February - Thursday 1st April 2021
Easter Holidays
Friday 2nd April - Friday 16th April 2021

Summer Term 1
Monday 19th April - Friday 28th May 2021
Half Term
Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June 2021

Summer Term 2
Monday 7th June - Tuesday 20th July 2021

INSET Days
Monday 19th July 2021
Tuesday 20th July 2021

24th May 2021 (to 28th May)
Reconciliation
27th May 2021
Year 9 Mass (TBC)
28th May 2021
Year 11 Leavers Liturgy
Year 13 Leavers Liturgy & BBQ
Last day of term
Please note that dates are subject to change

Any items of lost property must be collected
from the school hall during break or lunch by
Friday 30th April
After this time, any unclaimed items will be
recycled accordingly

The PHS Group together with the Department of
Education are running
the Period Poverty
Scheme again this
year supplying free
sanitary products for
girls who may
struggle being at
school during their
period for lack of
them. If you feel
your child would
benefit from this
initiative, please refer
them to Reception.

To keep up with the latest school
news follow us on Facebook
and Twitter.

NOTICES

