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The Epistle

11th February 2022

Headteacher’s message
Dear Parents/Carers

It has been a great half term despite the continuous impact of Covid. Although we
have experienced a number of cases amongst pupils and staff, we have continued to function well
as a school, and on the whole, there has been minimal disruption to learning. This is particularly
important to our Year 11 and 13 students who are preparing for their PPEs after half term. Public
exams in May and June will continue as normal; we will continue to do everything to ensure our
children are well prepared and motivated to achieve great outcomes, they are doing brilliantly so
far.
Amongst the hustle and bustle of the school, we had a Section 48 Ofsted Inspection of Religious
Education and Catholic Life recently. Over the course of the two-days, inspectors visited
assemblies, tutor times, interviewed four different student panels, scrutinised books from the RE
Department, interviewed various staff and observed over thirty RE lessons. It was a rigorous,
challenging and thorough process. At present we cannot share the outcome with you; the report is
due imminently. We can say that we are extremely pleased with how the inspection went and are
proud of the whole community, especially our RE team.
After a busy half term, we must ensure all our students get some well-deserved rest. Our Year 11
and 13 students must balance this rest with some work! They have an intense and exciting couple
of terms ahead. Revision materials have been issued to all exam students and lots of material is
available online through GCSEPod, SENECA, Dr Frost and EduCake.

Achieving Excellence, Learning to Serve

Turning to practical matters, please can you ensure when purchasing school shoes over the holiday
that they are plain black and leather (no trainers). Hairstyles must be appropriate for school; lines
cut into the hair, or into the eyebrows, are not permitted. Please refer to the website for further
information on our school uniform policy.
To conclude, I would like to wish you all a happy half term. Please note that there is an Inset day on
Monday 21st February and Spring Term 2 will start on Tuesday 22st February 2022.
God Bless.

James Mc Nulty
Headteacher

www.st-pauls.surrey.sch.uk email: info@st-pauls.surrey.sch.uk Tel: 01932 783811

In this issue, Year 7 students report on relationships and the newfound friends they have formed since
joining St Paul’s.

Tyrone - 7J

Oli - 7J

At break times, my friends and I
usually talk about any interesting
news about football or video
games. My birthday is in the half
term so my friends and I are going
bowling. I only had two friends from primary
school at the start of the year, but I’ve made some
more friends throughout the year.

I have made many friends, mostly
because I have lots of different
people to be friends with. I have
been seeing them outside of school
a few times. I eat lunch usually with my friends. We
eat at the canteen and then we go to the South Site to
talk. In Spanish, English and sometimes Science I sit
next to friends.

LJ - 7J

Katarzyna - 7J

I have made many friends at the
start of St Paul’s and have made
more real friends that play with
me and have lunch with me too,
and have a laugh. We eat in the
canteen then we always go to South Site. Then I
sometimes play basketball with my other friends
too.

I’ve enjoyed being at St Paul’s
because of my friend who helps and
supports me. I love hanging out with
my friends at lunch because we
laugh and joke around with each other.
My favourite subjects are DT and PE because me
and my friends love hanging around whilst having
fun.

Verity - 7J
I made my first friend on the
second day of Year 7. I helped her
when she was lost and we found
our way to the lesson. At break
times, we like to go to the canteen and have a
conversation. I am looking forward to going to
the Tower of London trip on Friday with the
school.

Feast of the Epiphany
Pupils and staff gathered together to celebrate the Feast of the
Epiphany Mass at the start of the new term. This important
feast commemorates the arrival of the Magi visiting the
infant Jesus, and is a significant celebration in the church
calendar. We reflected upon the fact that at this time Jesus is
‘revealed’ to be of someone of great importance. We also
acknowledge that Jesus came for all people; the fact that the
Magi came from afar to humbly worship Jesus symbolises to us
that Jesus is for us all. Fr Philip delivered a beautiful homily as
by Ami Lines
part of the Mass, and pupils from across all year groups read
and offered up prayers of the faithful. Our Year 7 choir, led by
our Head of Music - Karen Harper, sang beautifully and
provided the music across all the Masses throughout the day.
They are a very talented choir; what a wonderful way to
contribute to our collective worship.

by Amy Lines

Year 10 Retreats
Our retreat programme kicked off once again with Year 10
exploring ‘Love
and Self-worth
by Georgia
McDonnel in the eyes of the Father,’
based on scripture from 1 Samuel 16:17 – “People look at the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” This
retreat was a wonderful coming together of our Chaplain,
Mrs Jones, the RE department and the Youth Team from
St Saviour’s Church in Sunbury. Together they delivered a day
of thoughtful workshops which allowed the pupils to explore
some of the social pressures they experience and how they
can find their true identity in Christ. The children were
wonderful participants! Full of energy, conversation and ideas,
they embraced the spiritual journey of the day and many were
willing to share their own personal experiences, which
enhanced the retreat for all. The retreat programme here at
St Paul’s aims to nurture and support our children in their
faith. We were delighted that many children fed back at the
end of the session that they ‘felt closer to God’. A truly special
experience for us all.

Sisters in Sunbury
The story of St Teresa’s School
Published in a recent Sunbury and Shepperton Local
History Society Journal, Anna Taylor has produced a
very interesting article entitled `Sisters in Sunbury –
the Story of St Teresa’s School’ which looks at how a
congregation of Sisters from Birmingham purchased
a local Manor House (now part of St Paul’s Catholic
College) and went on to establish Catholic education
in Sunbury. To view the article please click on the
following link: https://www.st-pauls.surrey.sch.uk/
information/news

National Physics Olympiad
Congratulations to Roy and Nathaniel in Year 13 who have
been awarded a Bronze and Silver respectively in the recent
National Physics Olympiad. The competition took place back
in November last year and involved 2500 A Level students
from across the UK. Candidates were required to sit a 1 hour
and 40 minutes long Physics paper, with the task involving a
mixture of challenging problem-solving questions and various
mathematical applications. This was an excellent opportunity
for them as they both have applied to Oxbridge universities
and this event is recognised by these institutions. We are so
proud of them, particularly the staff from the Science
Department.

by Ami Lines

St Paul’s Test Centre

St Paul’s Covid Test Centre

Our amazing support staff and volunteers stepped up
once again to operate the Covid Test Centre for our
students at the beginning ofby
theAmy
year.Lines
A big thank you
to everyone who has been involved in running the
centre, particularly our volunteers who have given up
their time to help us at St Paul’s. We are very
appreciative - THANK YOU.
by Georgia McDonnel

Year 12 Retreats
We were delighted to hold the retreat sessions with our
Year 12 students this term. Pupils were invited to pause,
reflect and receive, exploring the verse from 1 Kings
19:12 ‘After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD
was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle
whisper.’ Exploring the principles of Ignatian
Discernment, students were encouraged to self-reflect
on their own spirituality looking at themes of consolation
(feeling close to God) and desolation (feeling far away
from Him). Pupils were also taken through tactics for
exam health and enjoyed lots of opportunities to bond
with their tutor group through games and group work.
The session ended with a beautiful meditation delivered
by Eric Ramon of `Music is Praying’ - which journeyed
through a scriptural story whilst playing a range of
international music to build the atmosphere. It was a
very unique experience and added to the day that saw
students create space in their busy lives to spend time
together and explore their faith.

Keep up-to-date with the latest
school news and events on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Synodal Pathways

Spring Music Concert

This term St Paul’s took part in the Synodal Pathway; a
special process through which parents and pupils were
offered the opportunity to share their views of the Catholic
Church. Described by Pope Francis as a `listening process’,
the Holy Father envisaged this process as an opportunity
for reflecting, sharing and journeying together as we
explored our experiences in the church. In a series of 30
minute sessions throughout the day, Mrs Jones led the
groups through key discussion areas, all of which will be fed
back to our Diocese of Westminster. The sessions were
lively and interactive with lots of views shared and
expressed.
We would once again like to thank all those parents,
guardians and pupils who took the time to be a part of this
truly unique process. We will be collating all the responses
shared and feedback to our Diocese as they continue with
the next stage of the process.

Blood Brothers Workshop
Earlier this term we were delighted to welcome
Mike Southern from Staged back to St Paul’s to deliver his
fantastic workshop on the play Blood Brothers to our Year
10 and 11 Drama students. Mike has previously starred in
the theatre production and has been
involved in giving many theatrical
workshops over the years, so who
better to give a greater
understanding of Willy Russell’s
musical in preparation for the
forthcoming examinations. From
teaching the intricacies of the
Liverpudlian accent, resulting in much
hilarity when put into practice, to
in-depth scene analysis and ensuing
lively re-enactments, the students
got a great deal from the day.

Kew Gardens Art Trip Winners
Any items of lost property must
be collected from the School Hall
during break or lunch by
Friday 25th February.
After this time, any
unclaimed items will
be recycled accordingly.

Keep up-to-date with the latest
school news and events via
Facebook and Twitter

Sports News

Spring Music Concert

St Paul’s students have been involved in many sporting
fixtures across all disciplines again this term with some
good performances in Netball, Football and particularly in
Basketball. Special mention goes to the Year 10 girls
netball team who recently won against Jubilee High with a
fantastic score of 9-1; the Year 9 girls who won their
Basketball tournament last week; and the Year 7 Girls
Football Team flying high with a 1-0 win against Jubilee
High School following a great goal from Ruby in 7C. Thank
Year 7 Girls winning football team
you to all the pupils who have participated in the games.
Win or lose it’s great to see so many boys and girls taking
part and supporting the school.
Students this term have been enjoying the full range of
Further sporting successes this term include:
enrichment activities St Paul’s has to offer at lunchtime and
after school. There is wide array of sports clubs to choose
Year 8 Netball v Jubilee High – Draw 4-4
from which include football, netball, table tennis and
Year 9 Basketball – Third overall
volleyball to name a few. Alongside this, there are other
Year 9 Netball v Sunbury Manor 11-5 win
activities such as a Ukulele Group, Drama Group, Creative
Year 10 Basketball tournament – Second overall
Writing, Board Games Group, Cookery Classes and more –
Year 8 Basketball tournament – Second overall
please see the programme timetable below. The
Year 7 Basketball Tournament – Winners overall
enrichment classes are proving popular but it is not too
late for students to join in the fun and take up a new
interest or learn a new skill next term.

Enrichment Activities

Kew Gardens Art Trip Winners

Keep up-to-date with the latest
school news and events via
Facebook and Twitter

St Paul’s Catholic College
Providing Education for the Diocese of Westminster

Dates for your Diary

TERM DATES
Spring Term 1

Monday 21st February 2022
INSET Day - School closed

Tuesday 4th January - Friday 11th February 2022

Tuesday 22nd February 2022
Start of Spring Term 2
Year 11 and Year 13 PPEs (to 4th March)

Half Term
Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February 2022

Wednesday 23rd February 2022
Year 9 Careers Sessions with Innervate
Teacher Training Taster Morning

Sunday 27th February 2022
Year 12 and Year 13 Residential Media Trip (TBC)
(to 1st March)
Wednesday 2nd March 2022
Ash Wednesday
Year 9 Careers Sessions with Innervate
Monday 7th March
Year 13 MFL PPE orals (to 11th March)
Wednesday 9th March 2022
Year 9 Pathway Evening

Noticeboard

Wednesday 16th March 2022
Covid Vaccinations (to 18th March)
Monday 21st March
Year 11 Drama exam (to 25th Mar )TBC
Friday 25th March 2022
Annunciation of the Lord

Wednesday 30th March 2022
Year 13 Parents Evening
Friday 1st April 2022
Last day of term

Spring Term 2
Tuesday 22nd February - Friday 1st April 2022

Easter Holidays
Monday 4th April - Friday 15th April 2022

Summer Term 1
Tuesday 19th April - Friday 27th May 2022
Half Term
Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June 2022

Summer Term 2
Monday 6th June - Thursday 21st July 2022

INSET Days
Mon 21st February 2022
Friday 22nd July 2022

Bank Holidays
Mon 18th April - Easter Monday
Monday 2nd May - May Day Bank Holiday
Thursday 2nd June - Spring Bank Holiday
Friday 3rd June - Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday

Spelthorne Prayer Group

DATES FOR 2022 MEETINGS

Welcome back everyone to a New Year, full of
endless possibilities stretching out before
us. Sometimes this can feel rather daunting –
especially considering the last couple of extremely
challenging years – but let’s take hold of God’s
hand to guide us through. Let us look forward with
hope, and have the assurance that we don’t walk
alone – we have family and friendly support, you
have our committed prayerful support, and more
importantly, we all have God!

MARCH - Wednesday 9th
APRIL - Friday 1st
MAY - Wednesday 11th
JUNE - Friday 10th
JULY - Wednesday 13th

All meetings 10 am-12noon

You would be most welcome to join us any time.
For more information contact:
info@spelthorneschoolsprayergroup.org

