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Headteacher’s message
Dear Parents/Carers
It has been a busy start to the new academic year with much going on in the school. In
the summer, we celebrated Years 11 and 13 students’ great achievements in their
exams. At GCSE, we achieved 80% 5+ and above, including English and Maths, with a
Progress Score of 0.9, which meant we are once again in the top 5% of schools for attainment and
progress nationally. At A Level, over 39% of student grades were at A-A* and 70 % were at A*-B, resulting
in many of our pupils being accepted at their first choice university destinations and thriving in their next
stage of learning.
Our Year 7s have started brilliantly this year and have enjoyed the buzz of a large secondary school. The
students have just completed their retreat programme, the theme being `Friendship and Belonging’, and
came together as one year group last Friday to celebrate Mass with Father John from St Lawrence’s. Year
7 students have also been on an Art trip to Kew Gardens and have participated in many of the enrichment
activities on offer at St Paul’s. This term we have also welcomed many potential new parents during our
Open Days from which the feedback has been overwhelmingly positive.
Years 11 and 13 are now busily preparing for their GCSE/A Level mock exams next half-term. Students
have been provided with all the revision materials they need to work on over the holiday. Please try to
balance your child’s studies with sufficient rest to ensure they are in a good place on their return after the
holiday. Those pupils who study for long periods must be encouraged to take a break and reminded that
balance is key to success during the exams time.

Achieving Excellence, Learning to Serve

On 1st December 2022, we will become an Academy as part of the Ascension Trust. This is an exciting
formal collaboration with St Richard Reynolds Catholic College, St Ignatius Catholic Primary School,
St Michael Catholic Primary and Nursery and Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic Primary. This will ensure
that St Paul’s has fulfilled the government’s requirements of academisation and provide a stable footing
for our family of schools in the future.
We have been blessed with good weather for the last few weeks, but inevitably it will turn wetter and
colder over the next few months. Please ensure your children adhere to the school’s uniform policy,
which means they may only wear plain navy or black coats. Coats that are not in line with school policy
may be confiscated and parents contacted accordingly.
I hope you and your family have a lovely half term. Please ensure your children get plenty of rest and are
raring to go when we come back on Monday 31st October.
God Bless

James McNulty
Headteacher

www.st-pauls.surrey.sch.uk email: info@st-pauls.surrey.sch.uk Tel: 01932 783811

Our new Year 7 students report on their experiences
starting secondary school this year.

Joanna (7J)

Lainey (7J)

Starting at St Paul’s was a massive step for
lots of us, but as we progressed through
the weeks we found our feet. I started
taking the bus with my friends for the first time, which
was scary at first but now enjoyable. We also went on
our first school trip as a year group to Kew Gardens.
English and DT are my favourite subjects at school now
and I really enjoyed finishing the novel Holes! Coming to
the end of the half term, I feel that I have made lots of
friends and my favourite time is lunch time!

Before beginning at St Paul’s, I felt nervous
because of the amount of homework,
getting lost and not making new friends.
Now that I am here, I am not scared any more. I am
ending my first term really happy that I have fitted in. I
have met lovely teachers and really nice new friends.
My favourite lessons so far are English, Drama and
Maths. I cannot wait for the next half term.

David (7T)

Jessica (7R)

Before arriving at St Paul’s, I felt nervous
because I didn’t know anyone. I am now
coming to the end of my first half term and
I feel better about St Paul’s because I am getting used
to the lessons, teachers and other students. My
favourite bit about this half term has been the school
trip to Kew Gardens.

Before arriving at St Paul’s, I felt scared and
anxious because I thought I wouldn’t know
many people but actually I have made lots
of friends. I am now coming to the end of the first half
term and I feel calm and more relaxed because I have
made friends and I like St Paul’s. Upon reflection, my
favourite thing about this half term is the trip to Kew
Gardens and our Mass in the church.

Renee (7R)
Before coming to St Paul’s, I felt excited to
go to secondary school and also to meet
new class mates and teachers. I was also a
little nervous because it was a big school
and I’d probably get lost. I felt this way because I’d
never been here before and it was scary. I am now
coming to the end of the half term and I feel like I have
settled in and I have also made plenty of new friends.
My favourite thing about this half term is that I got to
experience different subjects that I have never done in
primary school.

Adam Staszynski (7T)
Before I arrived, I was scared I wouldn’t find
my way and I would get lost. However, I
really enjoy St Paul’s, especially the astro
and PE lessons. My favourite things are football
everyday on the astro pitch, the lessons and the trip to
Kew Gardens. I also really enjoyed the retreat day
where I felt I got to know my tutor class better.

Lexi (7J)
Before arriving at St Paul’s, I felt very worried and
nervous because I thought that I would get lost as the
school is huge. I am now coming to the end of my first
half term and I feel comfortable. I know my way
around, so I don’t get lost; I also know the
expectations of the students at St Paul’s. My favourite
thing about this half term was all of the football
matches that I have played in.

Drake Sequeira (7R)
Before arriving at St Paul’s, I felt a bit
nervous but I was very excited to start
secondary school. After my first half term, I
felt very good to be here at St Paul’s. I have loved the
school trips we go on and the lovely variety of hot and
cold drinks at lunch time. I love this school!

Eva Schloss Presentation
St Paul’s was privileged and honoured to welcome
Eva Schloss MBE to St Paul’s on Wednesday 12th October,
who gave a Keynote Talk to the Sixth Form History and
Religious Education students. Eva is an Austrian-English
Holocaust survivor, memoirist and stepdaughter of
Otto Frank, the father of Margot and diarist Anne Frank. Eva
gave an incredibly moving account of her family’s life story,
imparting to her audience, first-hand, what life was like
growing up in a Jewish family leading up to and during World
War II; recalling the horrors of the Holocaust and then, how
bit-by-bit, they tried rebuilding their lives after the
devastation that ripped Europe apart. You could hear a pin
drop in the room during this extraordinary presentation!
Thank you Eva for taking the time to come to our school and
recount your story to our young adults, which has left a
lasting impression on us all and will continue to promote
ethical discussions within Religious Education and History
lessons in the years to come.

by Ami Lines

by Amy Lines

Blood Brothers GCSE Workshop
The fabulous Mike Southern from StageEd joined us at St Paul’s by Georgia McDonnel
last week to deliver his fantastic workshop on the play Blood
Brothers to our Years 10 and 11 Drama students. Mike, who has
previously starred in the theatre production and has been
involved in giving many theatrical workshops over the years,
worked with our GCSE students throughout day to give them a
greater understanding of Willy Russell’s musical in preparation
for the forthcoming examinations. From developing the
students’ Liverpudlian accent, which had everyone in fits of
laughter, to in-depth scene analysis and performing key scenes
from the show, the group learned so much from the workshop.
Thank you Mike - we look forward to welcoming you
again soon.

Our Lady of the Rosary Retreat
We were delighted to welcome Year 6 pupils from Our Lady
of the Rosary Primary School to St Paul's for their retreat day
recently. The day was an opportunity for these pupils to
journey together as a class, and explore the theme of
`Leadership through the Saints’. As they embark on their
final year of primary school, it was wonderful to see Our
Lady of the Rosary pupils so engaged and participating so
well; they were a real credit to their school. Thank you to
Father Philip for leading the session with our School
Chaplain, assisted by our Chaplaincy Team. A lovely day was
had by all.
St
Keep up-to-date with the latest school
news and events on Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram.

Year 7 Retreats

Spring Music Concert

Our school retreat programme began this term with the
Year 7 Retreats. The day was centred around the theme of
`Friendship and Belonging’ taken from 1 Corinthians 12:1220 'We are all one body in Christ.' The aim of the retreat was
to enable pupils to get to know each other and the values of
the school. Lots of fun was had through the team bonding
games and activities including the craft activity in which our
pupils customised their own jigsaw puzzle pieces to show
their uniqueness. They then joined the pieces together to
show their colourful community which they are part of here
at St Paul's. Pupils had opportunities to share their own
reflections and thoughts throughout the day, and we closed
the retreat with a beautiful prayer and meditation session in
the School Chapel. It was a very special day for all.

Year 7 Mass
Following their retreats this term, the whole of Year 7
came together to celebrate their `Friendship and
Belonging’ Mass. We were delighted to welcome
Fr John Byrne who presided over the Mass and was very
impressed by our pupils. The service opened with the
offering of the Covenant Boards which each tutor group
created during their retreats, showcasing beautiful
promises to each other as they journey through their first
academic year together. It was a lovely ceremony which
saw all the gifts and talents of our new pupils shared to
create a truly special Mass. We thank Miss Harper for
leading both the choir as well as individual instrumental
performances. We also heard lovely readings including
bidding prayers written by the pupils themselves. A truly
joyful celebration; thank you to all the tutors, staff and
pupils who helped make it such a wonderful occasion.

Month of the Holy Rosary
During the month of October, our pupils here at
St Paul’s have been encouraged to pray the Rosary.
October is traditionally the month of the Holy Rosary
in the Catholic Church and the Rosary is a beautiful
based prayer that can really deepen our spiritual
practice. To mark this special month in the calendar,
our School Chaplain, together with the Chaplaincy
Team, recorded this audio to give guidance on praying
the Rosary. Keep up-to-date with the latest
https://youtu.be/4ylVPyZja_E
school news and events via

Facebook and Twitter

Harvest Festival - Foodbank Donations

Spring Music Concert

This week we celebrated Harvest Festival in a small thanksgiving service with
our School Chaplaincy Team and members of staff; a coming together in
gratitude for the incredibly abundant donations that our school families,
together with staff, have so generously donated in support of our partnership
with our local foodbank. A huge thank you from the school and St Saviour’s
Community Foodbank or all your contributions, particularly in these
hard times.

European Languages Day
St Paul’s celebrated the European Day of Languages earlier
this term. The morning began with a continental breakfast
for some lucky KS3 students. In language lessons, pupils
undertook a carousel of activities that included working out
the language of a text, answering questions based on
authentic materials from different countries and discovering
some interesting facts about a variety of cultures and
traditions. There was also a treasure hunt around the school
and a quiz at tutor time testing the students’ knowledge of

Kew Gardens Art Trip Winners

Keep up-to-date with the latest
school news and events via
Facebook and Twitter

Kew Gardens Visits

Spring Music Concert

Over the last couple of weeks, Year 7 have been to Kew
Gardens with the Art Department for the `Month of the
Artist’ to take inspiration for their work on Colour this
term. This year we got to see a wonderful display by a
Mexican Artist - Betsabeé Romero, Designer - Fernando
Laposse and UK award winning Garden Designer - Jon
Wheatley. The works each reflect the beauty and colour of
Mexican culture and its deep connection with plants and
the natural world. It was a reflection on Dia de Muertos (the
Day of the Dead), a Mexican festival where we take time to
remember those who have passed on. There was also a
very poignant display of famous faces. The students were
able to add the names of their own loved ones as well to
become part of this beautiful show.
As ever, the gardens were full of the most unusual and
beautiful colours of nature putting on its greatest display as
we move from summer into the Autumn.

Victoria and Albert Museum
The Year 10 Art and Photography students recently travelled
by coach to London to visit the impressive collections at the
Victoria and Albert Museum. The art students were focused
on the cultural collection from across the world, while the
Photography students concentrated on the impressive
architecture of the building and interior decorations created
by some of the greatest British interior designers and
architects of the Victorian era. It will be lovely to see how
this visit enriches and develops their work in school over the
coming months.

Artist of the Week

Keep up-to-date with the latest
`Artist
of thenews
Week’and
goesevents
to Hollie
in
school
via
Year 11 Facebook
for her beautiful
silk painting.
and Twitter

Year 12 Induction Team Building
As part of their Induction Programme, our new Year 12
students took part in a team building activity entitled `The
Hub Challenge’ delivered by WiseUp Team Building.
The aim of this session is to help develop the students’ ability
to work within a team as well as problem-solving, leadership,
communication and planning. All of these skills will be
invaluable as they progress with their A level and BTEC
studies.
The students had a great afternoon and everyone enjoyed the
challenge of the tasks. We are delighted with how our Year 12
students have started the term and look forward to updating
you on their progress over the coming months.

by Ami Lines

Oxbridge,
and
St Paul’sRussell
CovidGroup
Test Centre
Medical School application presentation

Geography Fieldwork
Report from Megan C in Year 12
On Wednesday 5th October, Year 12 Geography students
were fortunate enough to go on a school trip to Ewell and
then to Kingston, following the Hogsmill River. Organised
by their Geography teacher, Mr Evans, students were
tasked in calculating the velocity at each part of the river’s
course whilst taking photos of the landscape in order to see
the effect of human and physical factors on the river’s
discharge at different locations.
During our trip, we could see first-hand the effect the
dense vegetation, urbanisation and man-made structures
had on the amount of water the river could hold during the
light shower we experienced towards the end of the day.
Luckily, it wasn’t all hard work as we shared many amusing
moments such as unexpected holes in wellies, leaves in
hair, and watching Sir lose his umbrella over a fence, just to
name a few. Thankfully, we all made it home (equipment in
one piece)! It was a great day out with lots of useful
information collected to help us in our local case study.

by Amy Lines

We recently welcomed back Edwin Z, a former pupil, to
give a presentation to Year 12 students on applying to
Oxbridge, Medical School and Russell Group universities.
by Georgia McDonnel
Edwin, currently studying Medicine at the University of
Oxford, talked about the application and interview process
for Oxford and Cambridge, as well as describing what he is
most enjoying about studying there. He also shared tips
for applying for medicine and other scientific degrees, and
talked in more detail about university life.
The aim of the session was to introduce these post-school
pathways and their requirements to interested Year 12
students, and the enthusiasm shown by Edwin certainly
encouraged them to aim high.
We would like to thank our speaker for taking the time out
of his busy schedule to revisit St Paul’s, and for the
encouragement and inspiration he has provided for the
current cohort.

The deadline for applications for admission
to Year 12 in September 2023 is
Friday 9th December 2022

Autumn Term 1 Sports News

Spring Music Concert

Gaelic Football Championships

In early September, 6 students from St Paul’s
represented their Gaelic football team, Gael
Londain, at the All Britain Championships (ABC’s).
This competition sees Gaelic football teams from
all over Britain compete in the National
Championships.
Niamh W and Emily B (Year 10) played on the girls
U18 team, narrowly losing in the final. Emily also
played in the U14 Girls team, again narrowly losing
in the final.
Aran W and Stanley W in Year 8 played on the U13
team who won their age group – a phenomenal
achievement!
Louis F and Finn M played for the U15 team.
Rian B (Year 13) played on the U17 team narrowly
losing in the finals.

The PE Department has been exceptionally busy this
Autumn term with the school participating in a number
of sports fixtures with, we are pleased to say, a very high
success rate. Here are the some of the schools most
recent highlights:
In the Year 8 rugby recently, St Paul’s achieved a great
result against Bishop Wand winning 36-20.
Year 7 girls achieved a fantastic result in their football
match against Thamesmead last week winning 7-1.
A good win against Magna Carta for the Year 10/11
football team (2-0 win). Excellent play from all the girls.
Well done to our goal scorers Ruby and Isabella.
Year 9 boys came third in the District Rugby 7s – another
great performance from them all, particularly Richard and
Liam.
Amazing result from the Year 7 girls football team, winning
their game against Sunbury Manor 1-0 in the last minute.
Special mention goes to Madison who gave a solid
performance and led like a true captain.
Congratulations to the Year 8/9 girls football team who
won 5-3 in their match against Thamesmead; special
mention to Amalia who scored a hat-trick!
The Year 10 boys did the school proud equalising in their
match against Bishop Wand. Final score 3-3.
Excellent play from all the girls and great sportsmanship
from the Year 10 team in netball. St Paul’s were overall
winners, winning 3-1 against Sunbury Manor, equalising
2-2 with Bishop Wand (1) and winning against Bishop
Wand (2) 6-2.
Well done to our all students who have taken part in these
games. Win or lose - they are all fantastic!
For more information on our sports fixtures, please follow
us on social media.

Well Done George!
George C in Year 7, one of
our new students at St Paul’s
this year, has recently won
the gold medal in a National
Tumbling Competition (age
group 10 -12 Level 2) making
him a National British
Champion. What an
incredible achievement at
such a young age! We look
forward to receiving more
Keep up-to-date
with the latest
news on his sporting
school
newsinand
events
successes
the future
. via

Facebook and Twitter

St Paul’s Catholic College
Providing Education for the Diocese of Westminster

Dates for your Diary

TERM DATES

Monday 31st October 2022
Start of Autumn Term 2
Year 13 Exams (to 11th November)

Autumn Term 1
Thursday 1st September - Friday 21st October 2022

Tuesday 1st November 2022
All Saints Mass

Mon 24th October - Fri 28th October 2022

Wednesday 2nd November 2022
Year 12 Parents Evening
Year 11 MFL Orals (to 4th November)
Monday 7th November 2022
Year 11 Exams (to 18th November)
Tuesday 8th November 2022
Year 10 Careers Day
Thursday 1oth November 2022
Teacher Training Taster Morning
Thursday 11th November 2022
Year 12 Safe Drive Stay Alive

Noticeboard

Please refer to the website for further
information

Half Term from:
Autumn Term 2
Mon 31st October - Fri 16th December 2022
INSET DAY - Fri 9th December 2022
Christmas Holiday from:
Mon 19th December - Mon 2nd January 2023

Spring Term 1
Tuesday 3rd January - Friday 10th February 2023
INSET DAY - Tues 3rd January 2023

Half Term from:
Mon 13th February - Friday 17th February 2023
Please refer to the website for
further information

Message from the Spelthorne Schools Group
Congratulations, you’ve made it through the first halfterm! We trust that it has gone well and that your
children are continuing to feel settled and happy.
For those of you new to St Paul’s, and also a reminder
to returning parents, we are a friendly group of
Christians from a wide range of churches who meet to
pray for 24 local nurseries, playgroups and
schools. Now in our 30th year, we thank God for all the
amazing answers to prayer we have witnessed over
that time. As a prayer group we truly believe that
now, more than at any other time, all children, young
people, families and schools need our prayers, and it is
our joy and privilege to do just that.
We meet monthly, usually alternating Wednesday and
Friday mornings at 10 am – 12 noon.
Forthcoming Dates - 18th November, 9th December,
and 13th January.
If this is something you feel you’d like to be a part of,
we’d love to hear from you - likewise if you wish to
share items for prayer (all in strict confidence) contact
email: info@spelthorneschoolsprayergroup.org,
Tel: 07908 776691, Instagram spelthorne.schools.prayer

Attendance Reminder
Please note that if parents/carers take their
children out of school without authority for 5 or
more days (which do not have to be
consecutive), they will be liable to receive a
penalty notice. Currently the amount payable
under a penalty notice is £60.00 per parent/carer
per child if paid within 21 days. Thereafter, the
amount increases to £120.00 if paid between 21
and 28 days. If the penalty notice remains unpaid
after 28 days, the Local Authority will consider a
prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Penalty
notices are issued per parent/carer per child so a
family of two parents and two children will
receive 4 penalty notices.

Login to Parent Portal/Insight in order to access Reports
To log in to school Parent Portal (Insight) please follow these steps:
Go to school website at
www.st-pauls.surrey.sch.uk
2. Scroll down to the bottom
where you will be able to
find Insight button
1.

3.

4.

Log in to Parent Portal using
your credentials

Check the Reports
section to see available
reports for your child.

Parents please note:
Reports will no longer
be emailed but parents
will be notified when
they are available to
view on Insight.

