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Headteacher’s message
Dear Parents/Carers
It’s been great having all the students back, having little disruption due to Covid this half
term, and our community returning to a sense of normality. Despite this, we still have
students in bubbles, sanitising hands before and after lessons, staggering the beginning
and end of the school day, two lunch breaks and an insistence on facemasks on public transport. We are
hoping that on the 21st of June, the end of social distancing will end the bubble system, which will mean
that KS3 pupils will finally get to use all the specialised facilities in the school. We will be gradually
opening up these facilities to all pupils after half term.
Alongside this, we are extremely pleased with the progress of our building work and we are on track to
have everything completed by the deadline. From September our pupils will enjoy a new Sports Hall,
additional Art, Drama and Music facilities as well as additional laboratories and prep. rooms in
Science. This will add a great deal more space and enhance the educational experience of all of our
pupils.
Assessments in Years 10 and 12 have just concluded and departments have completed detailed analysis
so student learning gaps can be identified and improved. Some pupils in these year groups will be
receiving extra tuition via TEAMS and/or through school from the Government Catch Up Fund. These
interventions will be targeted towards specific needs, rather than all cohorts. We are generally pleased
with the outcomes of these tests, which is a testament to our pupils’ and staff endeavours over the
lockdown period. The `lost generation’ is certainly not lost and is making excellent progress! We will be
doing KS3 assessments over the next half term and will be giving feedback to parents in the last week of
the summer term.

Achieving Excellence, Learning to Serve

Two weeks ago, we had a special ceremony with some of our Chaplaincy Team, Premises, RE Department
and Governors to bless our new Chapel. Unfortunately, this had to be a small ceremony due to Covid
restrictions. We will now be using the Chapel for masses and liturgies throughout the school year. This
new facility will add a special feeling of calmness, awe and wonder so our children can continue in their
journey with God.
On a housekeeping note, please can you make sure your child adheres to the school policy regarding
haircuts; dyed hair and extreme haircuts are not acceptable, so please refrain from allowing any
children to have haircuts which infringe our school policy. We want to ensure that children are not
missing vital learning unnecessarily.
Finally, I hope you and your family have a good break over the half term. Our Year 11 and 13 students
finish at the end of this week and we will miss them dearly; they have been fantastic over their years at
St Paul’s. The rest of the school returns on Monday 7th June, where we will continue to work hard until
the end of the summer term.
God Bless

James Mc Nulty
Headteacher
www.st-pauls.surrey.sch.uk email: info@st-pauls.surrey.sch.uk Tel: 01932 783811

In this issue, Year 7 students reflect on their recent Rosary lessons with our School Chaplain

Recently, we had a
lesson about the
Rosary with our
wonderful School
Chaplain.
During this lesson we
learnt about the
history behind this
famous aid to prayer.
Many of us understood how it is prayed
and while doing our collective
intercession many of us felt deeply
about the different decades.

In Year 7, I have
experienced many
great things but
one thing I will
never forget is the
Rosary lesson I
received last week.
As a class we got to
experience a collective
prayer that we all took part in. We could
feel a connection with each other and it
was very peaceful.

I personally felt enlightened and at
peace. Have a wonderful month of
Mary.
Aaron 7R

The Rosary is a set of
beads that Catholics
use to help them
pray and talk to God.
In our lesson, we all
had a part of the
Rosary to say. We
learnt the different
ways to say the
Rosary, the prayers and the various
mysteries. Each bead represents a different
prayer: Hail Mary, Our Father, Glory Be,
Fatima Prayer. We were given a Rosary
each. It has around 60 beads and a cross.

Ava 7R

Beatrice 7R

Praying with the Rosary
is mindful and relaxing.
During my lesson with
it, I felt really
connected to God. It
lets your thoughts go
free while doing this;
you can think about
the things you want
God to help you with and as
Mother Mary is the main focus of the Rosary,
she intercedes our prayers and tells God.
I enjoyed my session and would love to do it
again. Thank you Mrs Jones for organising
this for us.

Sophie 7R

Year 9 Retreats
This term Year 9 came together for their retreat day. The
ultimate objective of all our retreats is to create space in our
pupils’ lives in which they can encounter the presence of
God. The theme centred on ‘Lost and Found’, acknowledging
that the last year has been, at times, incredibly challenging
for our pupils.
The day consisted of three separate workshops, each
exploring the interconnected themes of `Lost and Found’ in
a unique way. The first workshop focused on the idea of
wanting to return to the Father and being reclaimed by his
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love; the pupils were asked to write a letter to themselves as
if from God, our Father, and what He would say to them. The
second workshop focused on finding the face of Jesus in
social causes around us. Pupils enjoyed making their own
protest placards for the areas of social justice they felt most
strongly about. The third workshop encouraged pupils to be
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reflective and examine how they are feeling in themselves
right now. Pupils meditated and explored different emotions
and trying to find themselves in an ever-changing world.
They made ‘positivity jars’ as a way to uplift and encourage
themselves when things are hard. Our hope was that each
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pupil was able to enjoy their own personal experience in an
enriching and spiritual way.
To mark the month of Mary, our Blessed Mother, this May
we have been praying the Rosary with the Year 7s. The
children journeyed through the history of the Rosary and
explored why our Catholic faith has such a loving connection
to Mary, our Mother, understanding that she prays with us
and for us to her son, Jesus, interceding for our petitions on
our behalf. Each pupil received a Rosary and followed along
in prayer, whilst meditating on the Joyful Mysteries. We
brought the Rosary to life by becoming a ‘Living Rosary’;
each of the pupils representing a bead and following the
ritual of reciting repeated prayer in the knowledge that it
brings us closer to God. It was delightful to see how many
pupils engaged with this powerful practice of prayer.

Rosary

Feast of the Ascension
The Feast of the Ascension marks the last appearance of Lord
Jesus Christ to his followers as he was taken up to heaven,
exactly 40 days after His resurrection at Easter.
This year we commemorated this holy festival with a special
school Liturgy of the Word, in the School Chapel with pupils
representing our school community.
The liturgy was part of our special collective worship led by
Fr Philip who explained why today was such a special day. It was
then played virtually to every tutor group during tutor time
allowing the whole school to come together to celebrate this
important Feast Day. The liturgy included music beautifully
sung by Katherine in Year 9 and readings from our Year 7
Chaplaincy Team.
Thank you to Fr Philip for leading the celebration, and to
Mrs Jones and Chaplaincy Team for organising the special
celebration.

School Building update
The school expansion project is really taking shape now and
rapid progress is being made in all areas, and we are on
track for completion by September.
Science expansion: The roofing works are nearing
completion to the Science extensions with all windows and
doors fitted. The walls to the new prep. room and
additional science laboratory have now been plastered. First
fix wiring and plumbing is near completion and the air
handling units installed.
The new student toilets are beginning to take shape, with
partition walls now being erected.
Furniture is now being fitted in Prep. Room 1, and partition
walls are currently being put up in Prep. Room 2 and in the
Chemical Room.
Art Room extension: The external walls have now been
started and should be completed in the next week or so.
After this, work will continue in this area in July when major
works will commence on the south building, which will link
in the extension with the Art Department.
Sports Hall: The new building is now water tight and the
roof is near completion. Solar panels have now been fitted,
along with air handling units, and the external cladding is
currently being undertaken. First fix wiring and plumbing is
also almost complete.
Northsite Building: Work has commenced on the main
north roof, main hall and Sixth Form. These roof areas are
over 30 years old and beginning to allow water in. The work
will incorporate replacing all felt coverings, replacing sky
lights, improving insulation to all the roof areas and
removing exterior cladding.

Food Technology

In Food Technology recently we welcomed customers to
Ell’s kitchen, where the restaurant really lived up to its
name! With insects and hair in the food, mice running
around the kitchen and washing-up left in the sink, this
gave our Year 10 students, who acted as health
inspectors, great experience in this role, recording all the
incidents/areas on how not to run a food establishment.
This was an extremely useful lesson for the students.
Thank you to those staff who were able to come along
and take part in the session as customers and kitchen
staff.
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School Chapel Blessing

On Friday 7th May we warmly welcomed Father
Philip to bless our School Chapel. Our intention, a
little over a year ago, was to create a beautiful,
peaceful space at the very heart of St Paul's for the
presence of God. The chapel is now complete and
has been transformed into a delightful, tranquil
haven open to everyone within the school. We
would like to thank Becky Walker, our RS
Department, the Premises Team, Mike Aylett and the
Governors for their inspirational ideas and for
working collectively to create a Chapel we are all
very proud of.

Royal Mail Stamp Design Competition

Spring Music Concert

Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 are taking part in the Royal
Mail Stamp Design competition to honour the heroes
from the coronavirus pandemic. Since the coronavirus
pandemic began, there have been many people who
have done great things and have helped us all through
this difficult time. Some are frontline workers in
healthcare, others look after elderly or vulnerable people,
some are volunteers in the community and many more.
The Royal Mail competition is open to 4-14 year old
children. Entrants have been asked to think about who
their hero or heroes are, and to then design a stamp in
their honour. A special panel of judges will pick the
winning designs and then the final eight stamps will be
sent to Her Majesty The Queen before they can be
printed and issued. Good luck to all our entrants.

Book Collection
Artist of the Week

Following a recent request for book donations for schools and
orphanages in Nanyuki, Kenya, we were overwhelmed by your
response and the sheer number of books donated. The young
people attending these schools need to share books with each
other (one book between 8 children) and neither the schools/
orphanages or families have enough money to buy any books
for the pupils. Thank you so much for your contributions – we
are very appreciative and we will keep you updated with
photographs when the books arrive in Kenya.

Keep up-to-date with the latest
The ‘Artist
of the
Week’
is Grace
school
news
and
events
viain
Year
13 for this and
wonderful
portrait.
Facebook
Twitter

Year 11 Awards Assembly

In the absence of our Awards Evening this year, we
wanted to celebrate the achievements of our Year 11
students, so this week we held a special Awards
Assembly. It has been a turbulent time for us all during
the last year, especially exam year students, however,
they have taken events in their stride, been extremely
resilient and have worked hard. We are so very proud of
all our students and congratulate all our award winners.

Students’ Fundraising

Grace in Year 7 and Hazel in Year 9 have been
fundraising for some very worthwhile causes over
the last few months.
Earlier this year, Grace decided to undertake a
walking challenge to raise money for Shooting Stars
Children’s Hospices. Her goal was to complete
310,000 steps, walking 10,000 steps each day in
March. She ultimately completed a phenomenal
413,011 steps, raising £367.50 for the charity.
Hazel’s fundraising efforts, amounting to the huge
amount of £1100, will be going to the The Royal
Fountain, Royal Brompton Hospital. A family
member currently receives treatment from the
Brompton, and Hazel and her family regularly
fundraise for the hospital. Hazel took on her own
challenge through lockdown for her 13th birthday
last July to complete 13 challenges which included 13
laps of the park, a 13 hour silence, a 13k bike ride
and more. Well done to you both.

Awards Winners
The St Paul’s Trophy for Excellence across the
Curriculum
Louis
The Edmund Kaye Award for Service to the
Community
Christina and Connor
The Stan Grutzmacher Award for Outstanding Effort
Ines
The Geoff Clowser Award
in
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Technology
Louis
The Ed Revill Award for Perseverance
Isaac
Most Positive PARS
Sofia
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The Antioch Cup - Excellence in Expressive Arts
Music: Ella and Christina
Art: Wiktoria
Photography: Daisy
by Georgia McDonnel Drama: Zoe
The Corinth Cup- Excellence in English
Gauri
The Jerusalem Cup - Excellence in Science
Louis
The Damascus Cup - Excellence in Maths
Marco
The MFL Award for Excellence in Languages
French: Harry
Spanish: Hanz
The Rome Cup - Excellence in History
Anna
The Rome Cup - Excellence in Geography
Louis
The Tarsus Cup – Excellence in Technology Award
Wiktoria
The Excellence in Computing Award
Peter
The John Newman Excellence in Business Studies
Award
Gauri
The Excellence in Media Studies Award
Marcus
The Excellence in Health and Social Award
Megan
The St Ignatius Cup—Excellence in RS
Christina
The Cardinal Godfrey Award - Excellence in Boys
Sport
Alex
The St Teresa’s Award - Excellence in Girls Sport
Suzie

Notice for Parents/Carers
Testing continues to play a crucial role in and out of classrooms, in the fight against coronavirus (COVID-19). All
staff continue to test themselves and report results, and we ask all secondary school students to do likewise. The
process of testing is ensuring the minimum amount of spread of the virus across the school.
Reporting test results can be done simply and quickly, from mobiles, online or by phone, and should be completed
straightaway. Reporting not only supports contact tracing in the event of a positive case, but assists in the
understanding of community rates of infection.
To help in communicating the importance of testing and reporting, the Government has produced a blog on why
reporting your test result is as important as taking a test, featuring further guidance and common questions. This
also includes details on financial support available to parents whose children are asked to self-isolate
after contact
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with a positive case.
Supporting children’s mental health
Over recent years, there have been many useful resources for parents on supporting children with their mental
health. We have recently sent out this link, but felt it was worth reminding parents again, as there are some
valuable resources on how parents can support their child’s mental health on returning to school and their learning.
Amy Lines PARENTS
In addition there is advice for adults managing their own mental health that may be of help.bySUPPORTING
(padlet.com)
Here are two useful resources for children who may be struggling with their mental health that are free to use,
accessible and operated by teams trained specifically in helping young people who are experiencing worry or
feelings of unhappiness.
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Kooth (can be downloaded from the Apple Store or any other Android Smart Phone) The app contains:
-



Helpful articles for young people on how to be mentally healthy;
Discussion boards where young people can share thoughts and ideas that are monitored by trained
professionals;
An online daily journal to help young people to organise and process their thoughts;
Trained counsellors whom they can speak to via messages or in person if they prefer.

MeeToo App (can be downloaded from the Apple Store or any other Android Smart Phone)
The app contains:
-

Helpful articles for young people on how to be mentally healthy;
Discussion boards where young people can share thoughts and ideas that are monitored by trained
professionals;

Useful website for guidance on Being Safe Online and Using Apps on smartphones


The Net Aware Website www.net-aware.org.uk contains lots of useful information about different apps, the
risks and benefits of using them. This is a really useful resource for parents.

PARENTS – please be aware of the following:


Please can parents be aware of an app called Omegle. Omegle is a free online chat site that lets you speak to
other users without registering. You can choose to talk via text chat or video call. The service randomly pairs
users in one-on-one chat sessions where they chat anonymously using the names "You" and "Stranger",
meaning you have no control over who they can talk to.

We are aware some of our students have been discussing this app, so we ask parents to continue to keep
talking to their children about which apps they are using, and checking that they are only allowing people
they know to become friends or follow them.


‘Lean’ - Recently in the Kingston area, there have been some reports about young people making and
drinking 'Lean'. Lean refers to a drink that is made from over the counter (OTC) medications and used for
psychoactive effect. We will be looking at the risks of taking over the counter medication in tutor time, but
ask parents to reinforce this message at home.

Louisa Davies - Deputy Head

St Paul’s Catholic College
Providing Education for the Diocese of Westminster

Dates for your Diary

TERM DATES
Summer Term 1
Monday 19th April - Friday 28th May 2021

28th May 2021
Last day of term
7th June 2021
Summer Term 2 starts

8th June 2021
Year 9 DTP final booster & Year 10 catch
Meningococcal ACWY vaccinations (to 9th June)
9th June 2021
Year 10 Online Parents Evening
10th June 2021
Year 12 UCAS Day

Half Term
Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June 2021

Summer Term 2
Monday 7th June - Tuesday 20th July 2021

INSET Days
Monday 19th July 2021
Tuesday 20th July 2021

Autumn Term 1

14th June 2021
Years 7, 8, 9 Exams (to 24th June)

Thursday 2nd September - Friday 22nd October 2021

18th June 2021
Year 10 Drama Day

INSET Day

Noticeboard

21st June 2021
Year 8 Second Dose HPV (to 22nd June)
23rd June 2021
Year 10 Geography Field Trip, Barton on Sea

Wednesday 1st September
Please refer to the website for further
information

24th June 2021
Year 11 Clearing
Year 11 Prom
29th June 2021
Year 6 Induction Days (to 30th June)

School Communications

30th June 2021
Year 6 Parents Information Evening

Please can you add the following email address to
your safe senders list:

1st July 2021
Year 12 Biology Field Trip, Juniper Hall, Dorking
Please note that dates are subject to change

9365411@capita-intouch.co.uk

Student reports and some school communications
will be sent from this email address.
Please do not send emails to this address as it is
an unmonitored inbox.
Thank you.

Please refer to the website for further
information

To keep up with the latest school
news follow us on Facebook
and Twitter.

